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CARD 10 (3 CANDIDATES)

CANDIDATE A

Preparation time: 2 minutes

TOPIC: SOCIETY 

Pets

You read the following text online:

In recent years, the relationship between humans and their pets has been changing. To wit, 
people increasingly see their pets as core family members. Of particular note, marriage rates 
have been eroding, as people remain single, unmarried, or choose to cohabitate. Moreover, 
people delay marriage. There has also been a marked rise of childfree women, as well as an 
increase  of  non-traditional  family  structures.  It  appears  these various  factors  have not  only 
paved the way to new definitions of family and parenthood, but they have also allowed humans 
to  have  deeper  relationships  with  animals.  Welcome  to  the  21st  century  and  interspecies 
families.

                                                                                                               Adapted from psychologytoday.com

You are at a round table discussion on pets and have been asked to speak about this 
topic. 

Speaking time: 2  -3   minutes max.  

TASK 1: PRODUCTION                                                                                                       ....../12,5 points

Talk about the following points:

● Discuss how you stand on this particular issue.
● Hypothesize about the situation in the future.

Support your opinions with arguments.
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CARD 10

CANDIDATE B

Preparation time: 2 minutes

TOPIC: TECHNOLOGY

Free apps

You read the following text online:

As the old saying goes, “There are no free lunches.” In the Information Age, this has never been 
truer. We'll try almost anything that is offered to us at no cost. Many apps fit that description. But 
are  free  apps  really  free?  Have  you  ever  paused  to  read  the  terms  of  agreement  before 
downloading an app? Are you aware of what you’re signing up for, and whether or not the app is 
safe?

The second you hit “download,” you get an app seemingly for free. However, you are giving in 
return something much more valuable than money: your private information.

                                                                                                                               Adapted from centsai.com

You are at a round table discussion on free apps and have been asked to speak about 
this topic. 

Speaking time: 2  -3   minutes max.  

TASK 1: PRODUCTION                                                                                                       ....../12,5 points

Talk about the following points:

● Discuss how you stand on this particular issue.
● Hypothesize about the situation in the future.

Support your opinions with arguments.
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CARD 10

CANDIDATE C

Preparation time: 2 minutes

TOPIC: FAMILY AND RELATIONSHIPS

Living with parents

You read the following text online:

There is a record number of young adults living with parents in the UK, according to the 
Office for National Statistics. A recent report shows that there has been a 46% rise since 
1999 in the number of 20- to 34-year-olds returning home, with most of the increase 
occurring since the financial crisis in 2007. Over the same period, average house prices 
have tripled from about £97,000 to £288,000. According to Liz Emerson, co-founder of 
the Intergenerational Foundation, young people, unfortunately, can no longer “strike on 
their own like their parents were able to do”.

Adapted from The Guardian

You are at a round table discussion on living with parents and have been asked to 
speak about this topic. 

Speaking time: 2  -3   minutes max.  

TASK 1: PRODUCTION                                                                                                     ....../12,5 points

Talk about the following points:

● Discuss how you stand on this particular issue.
● Hypothesize about the situation in the future.

Support your opinions with arguments.
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CARD 10

TASK 2: INTERACTION

CANDIDATE A

Preparation time: 2 minutes
Speaking time:  6-7 minutes

TOPIC: HOUSING

You and the other candidates are at a task force meeting to decide which measure 
would  be  most  effective  to  help  young  people  buy  their  first  property.  You  are 
considering the three options below. 

● Discuss the implications of the proposals.

● Debate which of the three proposals to implement.

● H  elp-to-buy loans:   The government could lend up to 20% of the value of 
the property interest free for the first five years. Beneficiaries would pay 
a 5% deposit upfront, and a mortgage for the remaining 75%. 

● R  ent-to-save s  chemes  :   Beneficiaries rent a newly-built home for up to 
five years, and at some point they can apply to buy the property. The 
government would then give them back 25% of the rent they have paid.

● S  hared ownership schemes:   Beneficiaries could get a mortgage to buy a 
share of the property from a private housing association, and then they 
would pay a relatively low rent on the remaining share. 

Remember you must talk about all three texts.

You needn’t come to an agreement, but you should support your opinions with arguments.
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CARD 10

TASK 2: INTERACTION

CANDIDATE B

Preparation time: 2 minutes
Speaking time:  6-7 minutes

TOPIC: HOUSING

You and the other candidates are at  a government  task force meeting to decide 
which measure would be most effective to help young people buy their first property. 
You are considering the three options below. 

● Discuss the implications of the proposals.

● Debate which of the three proposals to implement.

● H  elp-to-buy loans:   The government could lend up to 20% of the value of 
the property interest free for the first five years. Beneficiaries would pay 
a 5% deposit upfront, and a mortgage for the remaining 75%. 

● R  ent-to-save s  chemes  :   Beneficiaries rent a newly-built home for up to 
five years, and at some point they can apply to buy the property. The 
government would then give them back 25% of the rent they have paid.

● S  hared ownership schemes:   Beneficiaries could get a mortgage to buy a 
share of the property from a private housing association, and then they 
would pay a relatively low rent on the remaining share. 

Remember you must talk about all three texts.

You needn’t come to an agreement, but you should support your opinions with arguments.

CARD 10
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TASK 2: INTERACTION

CANDIDATE C 

Preparation time: 2 minutes
Speaking time:  6-7 minutes

TOPIC: HOUSING

You and the other candidates are at  a government  task force meeting to decide 
which measure would be most effective to help young people buy their first property. 
You are considering the three options below. 

● Discuss the implications of the proposals.

● Debate which of the three proposals to implement.

● H  elp-to-buy loans:   The government could lend up to 20% of the value of 
the property interest free for the first five years. Beneficiaries would pay 
a 5% deposit upfront, and a mortgage for the remaining 75%. 

● R  ent-to-save s  chemes  :   Beneficiaries rent a newly-built home for up to 
five years, and at some point they can apply to buy the property. The 
government would then give them back 25% of the rent they have paid.

● S  hared ownership schemes:   Beneficiaries could get a mortgage to buy a 
share of the property from a private housing association, and then they 
would pay a relatively low rent on the remaining share. 

Remember you must talk about all three texts.

You needn’t come to an agreement, but you should support your opinions with arguments.


