and educational relations between

parable to the French, German
Dublin.

Senor Sierra has already organ-
ised three language courses. Two
are in Spanish—a crash course for
third-level students = and school
] teachers. The third is a course in
English for Spanish au pair girls
‘tin Dublin to qualify them to teach
| English when they return to Spain.
| These girls often come from poor
Tfamilies, but now they will have a
professional qualification they
would not have gained under the
Spanish educational system. The
accent of the courses is on value
for money and in addition, ex-
changes of teachers and students
are being arranged between
Ireland and Senor Sierra’s home
in Castile.

Although currently housed in
temporary accommodation, the
centre contains a collection of up-
to-date catalogues of Spanish pub-
lications and a reference library of
books on the language, literature,
culture, socio -economic and
.| political affairs of Spain and Latin
'| America. It is already being used

TRINITY KEYS

STAFF MEMBER STARTS
SPANISH INSTITUTE IN DUBLIN

A Trinity Foreign Language  Assistant, Senor Jose-Antonio
Sierra, has started a centre in Dublin for the promotion of cultural

Ireland and Spain. The centre has

received the support of various Spanish Government departments,
the Irish Department of Education, teachers of Spanish in Ireland,
the universities and many other bodies. Antonio Sierra hopes that
his “ Centro Espanol ” will be the nucleus of a Spanish Institute com-

and Italian Institutes already in

as an information centre by the
travel trade and journalists.

It may be surprising to learn
that Spanish is the second most
popular language in Irish schools.
Senor Sierra says that the 12,000
students of Spanish in Ireland
must benefit by the services
offered by his institute. The
growth of interest in Spanish here
is reciprocated by the recent in-
troduction of English into. Spanish
primary schools on a nation-wide
scale.

Antonia Sierra hopes to be able
to raise the standard of English in
Spain and the standard of Spanish
here by particularly concentrating
on the teachers and potential
teachers of the two languages. He
has also proposed an ‘exchange
scheme between the children of
workers and farmers of Spain and
Ireland for the benefit of - the
children and for the tightening of
the bonds between the ordinary
people of both countries.

DAVID GILES.

Thugsday, 23rd April,
1970

Mové towards

1to develop extensive ‘cultur

o Arventure which: it
‘lead ‘to; the creation -of 4
Institute in-Dublin- gets und Y,
on March: 19th, It is the offfcial
opening: -of a - “Centro . -Espafio]”,
based initially-on the - premises: of

gned " to -promote’ cultural rela-

ing -of ‘Spanish in this comntry. ..
The chief architect of the scheme
Sefior  Jose-Antonig. . Sierra, . of

of - a -.Spanish- Institute:.in - Ireland
should lead to a greater understand<
_ing and ‘fuller cultural -relationshipr
getwee‘n the two' countries” = -,

S :
T

1970

- Spamsh :

Institute

A MOVE which may lead eveiitu-
ally to the creation--of a S_panlsh
Institute in Dublinr has-been’ begua
by a young Spanish lecturer in
Trinity College.

Sefior Antonio Sierra- Lumbreras,

| from near Madrid, has-set up, in
A the Language Centre, ‘Dublin; 2

course in conversational Spanish at
all levels, & guide to latest publica-
tions- in the Spanish language, and
information. on the latest methods
of teaching Spanish, He is secking
financial suppert from the Spanish
Government, and” hopes_eventually

“Change . programines ~betveen
‘land and Spain. SN )
Sefior Lumbreras’ centre, called
Centro  Espafipl.-'de Documentation
e Intercambios Culturales, stlarted
this week. It is directed immediately
at all ~Spanish - teachers in Irish
schools and at students of advanced
Spanish.
plts instigator is concerned about
the ‘level of Spanish teaching ia
Irish schools: .*I believe”,-he says,
“that a complete reform is needed,
both at - university - and .at  post-
primary level. As long as students
of Spanish in the universities con-
tinue to- read, write and.mhmk in
English, improvement in post-
primary schools will always lge
necessary. )
“There jis also a need to intro-
duce - modern methods in' all post-
primary schools, and a compulsory
oral examination. - .. .
“Unfortnately, I cannot change
the system. I can only offer my
experience 'to al{ those teachers,
higher diploma students and final-
year students who wish to maintain
their present fluency or to Improve
it”, N
A meeting will be held on Thurs-
day at 7.30 p.m. in the Dominican
Convent, -Bccles street, Dublin, to
discuss details of the proposed
conversation course,

- e PRS-

+the Language Centre of Ireland, gnd

“tions' between “Ireland  and. Spain,
and- to_assist mnthe study-and téachs

Trinity College, Dublin, says: “It is ~
my personal wish that:the creation ﬂ
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Spamsh
Centre
opened‘ m

Dublin
By Ouwr Edication Correspondent

A NEW Spanish Cenire has just
1 been opened in Dublin by a lec-

a . provisional basis, but is- even-
tually to .be incorporated- into a
Spanishd  Institute. The idea was

teachers of Spanish held in T.CD.
and-in- University College, Dublin,
in"March Jast year.

Senor jose-Antonio Sieraa, whose

the” " centre—which

2~—as fo]lows

_latest methods - of
studying-Spanish. In this way o be

i| teachers. of Spanish,~and any others
interested in the same field, with-all
the  necessary -information they
might . require.on their subject,
©““To. - have available. .for re-
ference selected books, magazines,
'newspapers and audio-visual mate-
rials, “These to prov1de general in-
formation about Spain not only on
cultural fopics but also -on recent
charlge ‘and development ‘in  the
social -political “and econormc life
of “the. nation, :

i - “To organise evenmg classes in
‘Spanish; also talks and lectures om

guage and literature given, if pos-
sible, ‘by native speakers.

“To helpthose Irish people, in
particular *-students’ at university
I'studying Spanish, who need infor-
mation about jobs, courses in Spa-
nish or other related matters. To
I'provide a reciprocal service for
Spanish people in Ireland.

teachers -and students between Ire-

turer in Spanish at Trinity Colege, |
Dublin. It exists at the moment on |’

} first mooted at a conference of |

idea this' is, outhned the aims of |
currently |
housed at 5, Wilton place, Dublin ‘

“7To. establish’ a permanent col- |
lection-of catalogues of- all Spanish |
publications  pertaining to Spanish |’
language-and literature. Also to be |
| able to provide ‘examples of ‘the |
teaching 7 and |-

in a position to be able to. supply |

cultural affairs and courses in lan-

“To promote the interchange of |

:land and Spain.’ To investigate the.

U

X

Bt chers

l

|

" Dublin on a provisional basis and

.{the Spanish Government.

& Qrelgn

in Dubli‘n

A Spanish Centre (a Centro}:

Espanol) has been. set up inj;

is seeking official recognition by |:

Already Dublin has officiall}
German - and = Italian . Institutes |’
which eater for the languages and
cultures of their countries. :

Mr. - Jose Antonio Sierra, -
languages assistant i
inity  College, Dublin s behin
move to set up a simila
nish institute which was firs
ooted’ following a conference o
of Spanish held
inity College; Dublin and Uni-
Versity College Dublin last March. |;
A native of Avila, Mr. Sierra}
points out that Spamsh i Irish
schools is second to Krench and
the number of those studying it is
grgwmg It will grow in popular-
"Ity in Ireland he says, because of
the historical links between  the
two countries, the inereasing}
number. of Irish toukists visiting |
Spain and because of the growing |’
importance of South America as a|;
source of Irish exports.

RN

Apart from encouraging . the}!

study of Spanish, the Institute
would promote the interchange of

teachers and  students between
Ireland and Spain. It is alsoi:
hoped to promote a. summer

course in Avila for Irish school-|{:

children studying Spanish for the
Leavmg Certiticate.

ln.

@y,

: ure - publications.

greatest a:nﬂbut)wn of Jose~
Antomo ‘Sierra, a handsome
: i in

own expense aud ahnost smg&e-

.~,1§1anded he has opened Dublin’s -

nce . Iast mo:mth it has: ‘been

g rented Tooms “at 5 Wilton Pla;ce
‘rented ‘hooms at, 5 Wllton’Pla

olds classes m Spamsh
week for about 10 people;
- teachers: and students;

:From publishers all ‘over Spain

e has :collected -catalogues of
‘Sipamsh langnage and litera~
Froin these
dest begmnmgs he hopes fo

Spa-m sh Cultural “Institute
the.. ‘direction  of  the

Spamsh Government, 0

‘THE IRISH PRESS,
RRIDAY,APRIL 3, 1970

>

THE Spanish Government ‘is .
officially  opening . a - Spanishg
Cultural Institute ‘at 58. Norths
umberland Road, in the neal@
future. - This ‘will enable manfg
- Irish people to not aloné lear§
_ the Spanish language, but alsg¥
. enjoy the cultural events whicggl
will ‘be ‘held there. -~
One: of the aims of the nefs
Institute will be to strengthésll
the links between Ireland, adiee
not only. Spain, but' all
Spanish speaking countries
the world: - The Institute.
also make available literatuf
covering . a diverse range
subjects from all these co
tries. It is. hoped to - initi
the Institute early. in Ap
wth: classes. for “beginners,
“termediate and advanc
students of -the lang

possibilities of obtaining grants for
this in -either country, with the
eventual aim of bringing about a
cultural agreement between the two
countries.

(-
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<CENTRO ESPANOL> IN DUBLIN

At the Conference of Teachers of Spanish held
in Trinity College and University College, Dublin,
in March last year, the idea was put forward of
establishing a Spanish Institute in Dublin. Since
then this idea has been considerably developed and
a CENTRO ESPANOL DE DOCUMENTACION
E INTERCAMBIOS CULTURALES has now been
set up and was officially opened on March 19th.
The Centro Espariol exists at present on a
provisional basis but is eventually to be
incorporated into a Spanish Institute.

The aims of the Centio Espaiiol are as
follows: _

a) To establish a permanent collection of
catalogues of all Spanish publications pertaining to
Spanish language and literature. Also to be able to
provide examples of the latest methods of teaching
and studying Spanish. In this way to be in a
position to be able to supply teachers of Spanish,
and any others interested in the samé field, with
all the necessary information they might require
on their subject. ,

b) To have available for reference selected
books, magazines, newspapers and audio-visual
materials. These to provide general information
about Spain not only on cultural topics but also
on recent change and development in the social,

political and economic life of the nation,

¢) To organize evening classes in Spanish.
Also talks and lectures on cultural affairs and
courses in language and literature given, if possible,
by native speakers. |

d) To help those Irish people, in particular |
students at university studying Spanish, who need {
information about jobs, courses in Spanish or
other related matters. To provide a reciprocal
service for Spanish people in Ireland. !

e) To promote the interchange of teachers
and students between Ireland and Spain. To
investigate the possibilities of obtaining grants for
this in either country, with the eventual aim of -
bringing about a cultural agreement between the
two countries. , |

The director of the scheme, Mr. Sierra-of
Trinity College, Dublin, says that the Centro
Espariol has been set up solely as a result of his
personal conviction of the great and pressing need
that there is for an institution of this sort in
Ireland.

Finally, it is his personal wish that the
creation of a Spanish Institute in Ireland should
lead to a greater understanding and fuller cultural
relationship between the two countries. 1

|

|
|
|
(
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some 30,000 Irish “people:
and an

,000 secondary stu-

‘An aver- -
ents take Spanish as an exam-

,000  Spaniards come-

ere every year to learn En

go to. Spain on holidays
ination ‘subject in Ireland.

estimated: 12

Institite “in - Dublin.
d

age of 3

. h

“ment to  establish. a - Cultural

| lishs

lec~"

an assistant :
turer in ‘Spanish at Dublin Uni-

Senor Antonio Jose Sierra
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T - ESCUELA EspafioLa — —
~ JOSE ANTONIO SIERRA, DIRECTOR DEL
o INSTITUTO DE ESPANA EN DUBLIN

Nuestro' colaborador José Anto- : - de- Relaciones Culturales  del’ Mi-
-nie  Sierra, cuya firma es amplia: . nisterio . de Asuntos Exteriores, que -
mente conacida. por los lectores del tendra 1na funcién social, docente

. suplemento pedagégico “La Vida en ¥ cultural, )

" la Escoela”, ha sido nembrado di- José Auntonio Sierra ocupaba hasta .

* rector. del lnstituto de Fspaiia en  hace poco el cargo de lector de.

. ‘Dublin, que ha sido._recientemente . espafiol en el Trinity College de la
creado por Ta :Direccion General  Universidad nacional- de Dublin,

NEVFACE 2

'

/5 z~yy
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ABC MARTES 12 DE FEBRERO DE 1974,

. CREACION DE. UN  INSTITUTO

DE. ESPANIA EN DUBLIN
Madrid, 14, ~ La Direcoion General de Re-
lagiones Culturales, del Minlsterio de Asun-
“to$ Exteriores, acaba de aprobar. un proyags
to-de nueva creacién de. un Ihstituto de
Espafia_en Dublin, que tendré uns funcién
sacial, docente y cultural, ’
. Ha sido’ nombrado . director del mismo don |
José Antonio Sierrs Lumbreras, licenciado i
-en Filosofia y Letras por fa- Universidad de
Madrid, v que-hasta:hace pogo tienipo - oeu,
,{dg Tector . de &eésp"‘"'o} del

~Dublin 11, El Instituto Espafiol en Du- |
bﬁgulﬁgnMo inaugurade hoy con una ce- |
‘remonia, pre]fidi';la;époi el ministro de Edu-
ichard Burke, ... . : ;
eaf'}lim:l,!rgcltora general de Relaciones Cul-.
~turales del Ministerio espafiol de Asuntos
.Exteriores,. don: José Luis Messia, se tras-
Tado expresamente desde Madrid a Ta ca-
‘pital irlandesa  para asistir a esta inau-
‘guracién, en la que “estuvieron -fambién
. presentes el embajador de Espafia en Du-

=D

L

paba el carge
«Trinity Colle
-dr-Dublfn; <

2q

o

——

, dom - Joagquin Justa; el director del |

Minister opens
. Spanish
Institute

The Minister for Education,}
Mr. Burke,. officially opened the
first Spanish' Cultural Institute

-

:Sierra, ¥y .nu 0 ! a
‘vida cultural y sriistica irlandesa, asi
‘como miembros de Ia tolonia espafiola. .
- El Instituto Cultural -Espafiol tiene un |
amplio programa de tareas divulgadoras
‘de 1a cultura y arte éspafieles, asi come

‘un_Departamento docente—Efe. -

z
1C I o
—- i lIreland yesterday at 58
[ —— —— "H Northuraberland Road, Dublin, .
€ RGN e - xr enor Messia, Director-general ||
; T ; lln u al | of Cultural Relations in fthe[' .
i m ‘ g 1 . ‘Span.ch. Ministry  of Foreign | -
D LSS ; Affairs, travelled from Spain for | -

th> ceremony. , !
‘Tllp. brimary  object of they
Instituts is for the diffusion of |

Epanish eulture particularly the
langu:ge, I* has 2 staff of six and
five teachers. The director is
i Ton Antonio Sierra,

- Minister
. Trish Independent. Reporter
THE MINISTER for ‘Edueation,
M. R, Burke, addressed a. recep-
tion in three anguages in Dublin-
last night, drawing .on his expert |
knowledge of Spanish: to augment |
his .accomplished Irigh™ and well-
- | spoken Enghish., |
'+ ‘The occasion was. the opening |
| of the Spanish Cultural Institute
| in_ Northumberland Road, Balis-
.| bridge. The Institute is helping’
|0 imptove contacts  of a - cul.:
| tural,- educational “as well -as |

' social nature betweén the peoples |
-of Spain .and Treland: : X
[-Speaking “inIrish,” Mr. Buorke |
| expressed: his ‘pleasure at attend-
ing the opening which put a seal
ron:. the  historical -.contacts - be~
{tween:-the’ two - countries.. 1In
English . he explained Treland’s |
lengthy connections’ with® ‘that
country.. In Spanish, he spoke of |
| the’ cultural value of such
jeontaets, oo
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- taki
’Dhe library is net due to open ;

/ Ireléﬁd‘"s ) Cﬁ]tﬁral " Rélafticnlg_ By "Micﬁacl Page

“THE SPANISH Cultura] Insm'tute
is less than one year old: it was

- founded in.April 1972 with Sefior
. Antonio Sierra as its first director.

Much of its programme is still in
the fomative stage - but, at the
same time, a great deal has been
planned and some of it s now
g shape.

for . anbther - two :months ~ but '
already 4,000 volumes have been
collected in the institute’s. head-
quarters - at 58 Northumberland
Road. Books on literature and.the
fine arts, abound, naturally, but
there aré also works on .econ-
omics, engineering and  science,
farming. and sociology. The direc-
tor intends to add a smbstamnal
number of books in English in
order . to” reach a wider cross-
section of the Irish public than
merely . those: who ~can .read

" Spanish. L0

Spanish is the second foreign
laniguage being taught in Irish
schools, with 247 secondary
schools having courses on the!syl-
labus, and there are approximately
15, 000 students at all levels. In
Spam the teaching of Enghsh has’
recently been started .in- primary
schools, so  that now - over five
million children are learning

. English. This will provide great

opportunities for Irish teachers
with a knowledge of Spanish. A
scheme is now-in the pipeline-that
will give about 200 teachers of
Spanish a working holiday during
the summer in Spain. They will
confer — at holiday resorts —
with their Spanish colleagues on.
teaching methods and the use of
wudxomswal aids, etc,

Latm Amcrlca

There are about thirty-five cul-
tural institutes all. over the world,
under the direction of the Depart-
qoent. of Foreign Affairs in Mad-
rid. ;Many of these are in South
Aimerica. A legacy from the days
of Spanish exploration and. con-
quest are the strong links between
‘Latin “America and the mother
country. Spaniards enjoy dual
citizenship with 12 Latin American
natmons

Sefior Sierra emphtaslses that the
‘institute’in Dublin. eXists not only

SPAIN

among the 360 records available

. for lending to members are répre-

- sentative artists of countries south

. of the Caribbean. Latin-American
poets and novelists will be found -
m the library and, naturally, films .

showing colourful aspects .of life
in - the Spanish-speaking tropics
may . tempt the Irish tourists to

- venture a liftle further than the

Costa_ Brava,

Itiwould be difficult for any
‘Dubliner  not to notice the
Spanish sohoolc'hlldren who visit
here during the simmer, As many

as five thousand come here and:

stay with private families, as parf
of an exchange.scheme which the
institute helps to promotey Irish

pupils have /the epportunity to -

stay in Spain. At present there
is no scholarship system operating
for Irish studehts to study at
Spanish " universities, but - there is
an arrangement wm}l the Irish
Government to provide grants for
the exchange of two.from each
country to-spend a ‘year in each
other’s land. These grants are not

confined to students. but could -

apply to graduates of any profes-
sion. It is hoped that this num-
ber will be increased by a mutual
agreement between ‘the two Gov-
ernments who provide the neces-
sary finance and facilities.

Broad scope
The Dublin Institute en]oys a
gréat  deal of autonomy, which

means that the director 18’ largely
responsible for his programme of

activities: This is-in contrast to.
the Goethe Institute, for example,

where Dublin is part of a 'world-
‘wide network of concerts, lectures
and theatrical activities planmed

in Maunich. The. director can, ™
therefore, orient his programme to.’

what he considers to be the special
needs of the Irish people.

It is far too early to discérn
.any trends that distinguish the
policy -of this Institute from the
vothers but it is already evident
that the intention is to present:a

to “bring"a knlowledge of- Spai programme broad, even popular,
‘to the Irish people but also E‘ﬁTﬁ"tﬂ i

the:
culture of countries. like Péru,
Chile and -the Argentine. Already -

S

scope. It is not planned
To appeal only to the intellectuals
or fo. thme with a knowtedge of

. Sefior

the language. Films 'on sport, in-
cluding - bulifighting, will = be
shown. Since the success of the
movie “Man of La Mancha” the
exploits: of Don Quixote have be-
come familiar to ‘many who.never
heard of Cervantes, This month

the Institute will devote. a .week °
to La Mancha and .its most noted

citizen,

Before the Institute was founded
here there was already a Spanish
Circle, a purely pnvate body
operating in Dublin and' in other
towns. Naturally the Institute as-
sumed many of its functions.
Sierra plans to  open
branches down the country and
they are already “closely co-operat-
ing with the ‘Spanish Qircle in
Cork. In order to implement the

- policy of reaching the “man in

the ~street, “they are contacting

clubs, associations and Govern-
ment' - institutions offeting. their
services and asking how they may
best serve the Inish commimity.
However the limiting factor s, as
always, money. The opera‘ung
_budget is ‘only £16,000 (out of

“which the rent for premises must
be paid) and there are only 350,
mostly language sty-":

<members,
dents, who pay two pounds a year

Strong links

Yet a full programme ‘of events
s schieduled. There will :be con-
certs, lectyres, film shows, con-
\iferences and dance groups. In co-
operation with the Spanish Tourist
Board, the famous gultanst Tsmael
will play and recite his poetry
in the R.D,S. on the 27th and 28th

of this month. Nonmmem’bers are .

welcome.

Despﬂe the fact mat Spain is
not in the E.E.C., there are strong

historical connectlons between

Ireland and Spain and the director-

hopes that his' programme" will
strengthen the - ties between the
two counftrm i
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: hbrary contammg 6000 booksﬁ

] 'available fo. members. anly, con~

y DERMOT KEOGH
THE SPANISH Cultural Institute:

“The range of works which is

stitutes one of .the. niost’ coim-
prehensive collections on'. Hia-
panie » American culture - and
literature in Ireland. -

Teachers of Spanish will find

“how best: to present their sub-
Ject. - Moreover, students - of
Catalan, Basque and Gallego will
dlso be -able fo find the classic
works: of ‘these languages in the
1nst1tute

 Thej hbrary will also receive
popular Spamsh and  Hispanie
Ameriean - cutrent: affairs’ and
,atencal magazmes :

¥ .
D R et s

the ‘most up- to-date material on

- *8ferra,

By Chrlstm“ Murphy

THE SPANISH
Institute  is a’ relative newcomer
to the internatiomal cultural
scene -in. Dublin. It
compared- to  its French =~ and
Gar: :an - counterparts, -~ both of
which have been established for
much longer The. Spamsh
'Inst1tute was. -opened . in 1970,
and - slowly “has been makmg
an increasingly ~great impact. on
Irish ~cultural - life. It is

} the  Spanish

meént, but: operates separately
in separate premises: at 58
Northumberland - Road, Dublin.
o div) ctoris
‘who' came “to ‘Dublin to
study -in the late sixties. He was

Zbrought up mnear Salamanca,’ the .
% Tocation of -one  of ‘the; Irish:

“in - Spain,
1:0  waard, 8 10t shout. Treland.
e_ talks of. the Historical links

Zbetween Ireland ‘and . Spajn. ‘and.
“’sees the .role of the Institute as. -

~..one of . building ! cultural links
“’‘between the two. countries. “He
;1" “anxious ' to foster exchange
bebween “eultural;

@rd  ~Tacational bOdIE'S 111 bot‘h
- countrles. K " 50h
i The . ins tltute as ., wer,.

m_gmb____s embpers 7iCOSts

er year and entitles one to use of
< Jihrary. helinfarmad recularly
‘of. all the. activities- of the
nstitute, atetnd courses (at an
xtra fee) and ‘to reduced rates
cultural and educational
ivities. ~ The institute “also

CULTURA'L

is small

".teaching-:- the

part .
‘Embassy, -
nded by the Spanish ‘Govern-..

Tose Antonio

and: - as a’

professwnal '

operates a - very useful dudio-

visuat loans scheme  for schools

and colleges. For an annual fee
of £3 schools ‘can avail of any
of ‘the -institute’s. films,
slides "and. other such' material.

After French, Spanish is now

2

-the second most widely: taught

foreign language in the Repubiic;
at -~ present, 12,000 - ‘Irish' Peoi2

-are - studying’ Spamsh There are

187 -schools around. the country
subject

only
is - not.. taught),
dnstitute - gives a. lot .of

Leitrim: . is the
where  Spanish
The.

«&support to teachers of Spamsh'

Descendants of

~SPANISH people of Ir1sh descent

are’ very much -aware of  their

origin. Tndeed -in 1972 an. associ

tion ‘0f -Spaniards: of ‘Irish origin i, ;’:
was. ‘established: with “branches in’

Barcelond .-and -Madrid. The as:

sociation is- named Wild Geese'

Spanish’“Clan, “or in Spanish El

Clan. Espanol de los patos sal-

vajes. According to the ¢lan there

are 300 Spanish surnames of Irish .
origin and 1,500 families bearmg"
these names today. Some- .of the’
foundmg members -of -the -associa:’

. tion ' were O’Donnells, 0°Cal-
laghans, - O’Neills,  Eyres. and
others: ‘ A ‘

The Barcelona newspaper Hoja
de Lunes, when writing about the
clan, told the story of the Spanish

horse competing at Olympia in

tapes, ",

(Co.-
county

: London called

.and runs refresher ‘courses in

the summer.-
Interest -is spreadmg at adult

education. level because -of  the:
arge numbers  of ‘people. going to
“Spain -on holidays.:There are also - -

people interested inm, ' Latin
america who learn Spamsh ahd
a number who mneed it for .trade

and - busmess The ° institute
runs -a . _number ams
N and a all class

Setmands g5

ar there IS 1o

‘term cand: are. cheaper than <in.

uommeraal language schools

Wild Geese

patrick .O*Doninell ‘O*Farrell’—and

everyoneg ‘thought that it had: been ;

mistaken for -an Irish  Horse:

Thé - most common  Irish names '

in Spain, the clan says are:0’Don-

nell,0? Callaghan and, 0’Conngr.

They are very proud of a Spainsh

Father . Q°Callaghan. ‘who' ‘made’
‘discoveries /. in ‘. the

important
Caves ‘of ‘Qumran and a General

‘Leopoldo O’Donnell, all. of whose -
‘family  followed a ml]ltary ‘career:

Some ' members - of : the " ¢lan
visited Ireland- last year. ‘Espa-

.noles irlandeses’ Hom de Lunes

tells us, “have a ‘true Irish
spirit’’; they - are sentimental,
proud of their origin and “mth
the .famous temperament which

“has made Irish ]1terature legen-

darv .

‘Frederlco KII'-

'.;f‘fnstltute is forging cultural lmks

The institute is trymg ‘to get .

an interesting ;experuaent. “in
~schout LWJJIAAAO’ LU e &L\/urlu
The .ided "is -tg enable students

to .stay 7in -each .other’s: ‘homes
‘in . Spain- and Ireland and,
perhaps, spénd ‘some time - in a

school in = Spaih - of, “Ireland . ds ‘ 
" the” case .may be:
“would

also ' ‘encourage - teacher-
exchange - between . schools

schemes.,

AAn Iréland We probably tend‘
. 'to. ‘think: of :Spamsh’ as being, -

spoken solely in Spain; bu

spoken . by . over: . 200

people -between:'Spain ,and. Latin
. America and in. global terms is -

the most widely used language
after English.

:the - cultural
mstltute arranges: @ -number - of
aere, and’yisits: of

Coray cns U8

fflamenco darcers and musicians:
Jdater this year the ‘well-kriown -
- flamenco

~ guitarist, ” ‘Serranito,
will visit Ireland. Other activities
havée been the Spanish - film
week, and the performance two
years . ago - by ' the “Teatro
Nacional:  Maria .- Guuerreiro.  of

. “‘Misericordia’® in Spanish at: the
most .

Abbey:. theatre.-
successful.’

m - ico-operation
Nanonal

It was

with " #he
Gallery " the- institute

is orgamsmg a series of lectures-

on. the.. history ' of - Spanish
painting. ' It 'has' thousands of
slides of Spanish art for lending,
and .is exploring the possibility
of an exchange scheme between
the art s:a-ot in aWterford ‘and
one in Spam.

The --scheme’

and, ©
correspondence i and pen- frlend.

Ievel “the




Yok hd ik dant 7%

the youngest institute’7of. the
lin; it was opened in
That we have one

due to the efforts -

- ATILOnIO: Sierra.

d applied for three

% Scotland, one: in

nd -one “in . Trinity

ecided to come here

‘had .'a romantic

ttachment to . Ireland his

wgrandfather used to tell hlm stories
fabout it ‘when -he was' a small boy.

-4 0“1 grew up near: Avila, on the
%orders of ‘Salamanca, and I .can

;ong’ assume. that my grandfather

shad * friénds “there  from whom he

earned about this country. He
thad “certainly never :been “here
shimself —<"he was ‘a farmer. "As
you 'know, ‘there  was an - Irish

College 'in Salamanca ‘until it was, .

\sadly, closed a few years ago. So

you see | always had “this dream

of . coming  here.” He arrived m

,1969 .

Teaching Spamsh organising
courses, ‘talking to -Irish - people
about Spain, he. became increas-
mgly convinced of the need for
Spain- to ‘have- its own cultural

- institute - in- . Dublin, like the
rench;. the Germans -and. the
Italians. :Spain’s links with Ireland
have always been strong: even in
the . “sixties and seventies - many’
young -people were coming  here
from- Spain -to study English; and:
more -and more Irish people were
going to_Spain.-on: holiday. :
' “Antonio Sierra-wanted people to
fearn -more about  Spain, know
more about it, “because in
general, at that time, I found that
Irish . students  knéw: very little

~about. Spain: They might be learn-. -

ing . about . the. . literature, . but
nothing about its geography, its
history,. all its. many other aspects,
and T felt hterature shouldn’t be:
taught in isolation.”

A - cultural - institute, he - felt,
¢ould offer: complementary:
courses and activities;
to™ plan” and

holdiays,
and: campaigned for his idea. He

wrote to people, he called on ,

50, he began,

- still be.ablg. 1o 8685

Antomo Sierra. worked.

Spamsh Cultural In

THE SPANISH Cultural ° Tnstitite ! ,people he went-to Spam fo try 10
persuade’ ‘the. Spanish  authorities -

to help. him' in his- ambition, In-

papers “in - Ireland - and Spain, he

wrote -about ‘his' hopes. for ‘an_

institute; ‘he spoke about it en
Spanish™ radio. It took him four
years, but in February, 1974, Mr

Richard ‘Burke, TD, o ened the:
e Espana .

new Instituto, Cultural
at 58 Northumberland Road, And

Jose-Antonio Sierra was appomted

director.
* * ES

TODAY 'the institute. aims to pro-
mote Spanish studies and . to
encourage artistic, cultural, scien-
tific and technologlcal
operation . between Ireland .and
Spain. It .is resporsible for: the
cultural “services ; of the Spanish

Embassy in Dublin. It is ‘one of

thirty-five - cultural institutes
around the world, all under the
direction of the Cultural Relations
Committee “of the Department of
Foreign Affairs in Madrid. .
Besides offering Spanish-
language courses at all -levels, :it
disseminates Spanish - culture ~ by
means of exhibitions, film weeks,
lectures’ and . other activities in
conjunction with Irish. institutions
and - societies.- At-its headquarters
in Northumberland Road, it main-
tains a library with over 3,000
volumes, ' and: periodicals,” film
slides and records,  all *of -which
may be borrowed. Recently it
inaugurated. a video compilation of
recent  Spanish news: . each -fort-
night .a new edition will be. shown.:
Sierra feels very- strongly, how-
ever, that these facilities shouldn’t
be limited to those who can visit
the -institute itself..“If you live in

Cork or-Limerick, you can. borrow:

Spanish: records through: the

" county-library system. If you want

to borrow a film, 1 have made
more than seventy documentary
films - on -all  aspects. of

Institute. And - Spamsh books,
periodicals .and: magazines are: also

available - through the publlc-:,

libraries.

“Even if you live in- Mayo, or:
or . Kerry, - you should-
anish’ readmg\“ .

Donegal

material by asking. your-lecal:p
lic library to get:it for-you throug

the . central- library system, -which.
is why I have tried to. set up,

sections.” of -Spanish . ‘books |-

. libraries  all -over Treland. And I:
have to say .that. the’ Spanish:’ “Sp
have been - very:

authorities :
supportive: Tve got help- from-.a
number. of . differént “sources’ in

S ———

COo~

‘Spain -
available - through the Irish ‘Film-

- Spain - m whate
I’m try

“The in col-

laboratiofiiwis s t% put

ne,

entntlede%@fé‘*‘o & was

held in 'Dean’s Grange lerary in
June, . and. also in June Tralee
Library held an- exhibition high-
lighting the works of ‘the famous

- Catalan architect, Gaudi. And- just

recently, the Institute helped: to
mountan exhibition on Gaudi -for
visitors, to the environment: con-
ference in the National Gallery.
Study and research are encour:
aged by granting. scholarships: each

_year. to Irish students to attend

courses in- Spanish. . universities.

“The: institute is responsible also

for the implementation of the
programme - established under the:
agreement - between Ireland and
Spain on Cultural Co-Operation,
which was signed.in June, 1980.

LIKE the directors .of the other

_institutes, Antonio Slel‘l‘d is ver

happy. about the way-in_which -all

four -work together. “It is, T’
believe, a very special kind of.co-
operation: and a very important

-one: All our cultures are inter-

related in some: way, each.one can
learn - from the other, and by
working together we all benéfit,
Irish institutes alike. It is.a mutualv
cultural ' exchange.” - Like - the
others, the Spanish Institute - or-
ganises ‘many: eévents on its’ own,

and other events as a joint enter-

prise — such as the jazz .concerts
held ‘last night and  tonight in the
National Concert. Hall.

The. institute " is financed by. a
grant, from the .Spanish  Govern-.
ment, ‘which -eovers about. eighty-

“five per-cent-of-the’ running costs:
the balance comes from - student !

fees.
<"Spanish, it should, be- noted s
spoken in at least 22 countries,

* fand:by over. three hundred. million

“people.. I terms -of geographtcal
sspread,
.English in-the. number. of countries
“where it is -officially spoken. .In
“the -United States .and Canada,
-Spanish. is the first foreign lan-
.guage _studied " throughout the
;ﬁducatxonal system. :

{it: 'comes second only to

“1t-yop-want to find out - any

" more - aboit-the: Spanish. Cultural
-+ Institute-here, if You<vant to go to-
- classes or stmply learn

re about’

ain, syou-iiean- call

or phone. them at  Dublin

01682024, .

1o 58
" Northumberland: Road in - Dublin,
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DUBLIN PUBLIC LIBRARIES

CENTRAL DEPARTMENT,
CUMBERLAND HOUSE (2nd Floor),
FENIAN STREET,
DUBLIN 2.

Telephone No. 6619000
Fax: 6761628

14 June 1994

Mr. Antonio Sierra,

Head of Cultural Affairs,
Instituto Cervantes,

58, Northumberland Road,
Dublin 4.

Sierra,

s

Dear Mr.

A recent music recital held in the Dublin Corporation Central Library
and supported by Instituto Cervantes reminded me that I had neglected
to congratulate you on your taking up a new role as Head of Cultural
Affairs. Cultural activity was a dimension of work which, as Director
of the Spanish Cultural Institute, you had developed over many years
both through the Institute directly and in association with external
organisations in Dublin, among them the Dublin Public Library system.
One of the Librarians here tells me that so many ‘events’ have taken
place in the Libraries facilitated by the Institute on your initiative
that it would be impossible to list them, but they cover a broad range
of visual arts activity, music recitals and donations of books, records
and videos. I have of course myself had direct experience of co-
operation with the Institute going back many years and I am aware that
such co-operation with the Dublin Public Libraries extends to the
1970’s, back into the time of the previous City Librarian.

Thank you for enabling the citizens of Dublin to share in the wealth
and diversity of Spanish culture. I hope that we will have many more
opportunities to work with you in your capacity as Head of Cultural
Affairs and indeed with other members of the re-organised Instituto
Cervantes which has emerged from a base founded in the Spanish Cultural
Institute. I look forward to working with you in the future.

Yours sincerely,

[:3
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City and County Librarian




