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Activity from  “Creating stories with children” by Andrew Wright from Oxford English page 104Activity from  “Creating stories with children” by Andrew Wright from Oxford English page 104Activity from  “Creating stories with children” by Andrew Wright from Oxford English page 104Activity from  “Creating stories with children” by Andrew Wright from Oxford English page 104    
    

   6.6 A story of gestures   6.6 A story of gestures   6.6 A story of gestures   6.6 A story of gestures    
   levellevellevellevel: Pre-intermediate 
   languagelanguagelanguagelanguage: Fluency in all the skills 
   timetimetimetime:  steps 1 to 4: 30 minutes, steps 5 and 6: 30 minutes, step 7: 40-50 minutes 
   preparationpreparationpreparationpreparation:   1.- Choose up to ten gestures you think your children can already 
describe in English and one or two more you think they could learn easily. Write 
your selection on a large piece of paper or an overhead projector transparency. 
For example: 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

                            

    

    

    

    

    

 
 2.- In groups, they must add and describe in the same way as the 

photocopy three more gestures. They must give me them. I´ll pass all of them to 
the whole class. (this step is mine) 
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          3.- Practise your gestures. Make them clear, slow and 
exaggerated. 
 
   in classin classin classin class:  1.- Mime your gestures in random order. Ask the children to say what 
you are miming. 
  2.- Ask volunteers to mime particular gestures and ask the class to 
guess what they are doing. Help the children to mime clearly, slowly and with 
exaggeration. 
  2.- a.- Each member of the group mime gestures to the others. The 
others must try to guess and say exactly (by heart) what his/her classmate is doing 
and what is the meaning of the gesture. (this step is mine) 
  2.- b.- Each group mime gestures to the other/others groups. The 
other/others must try to guess and say exactly what his/her classmate is doing and 
what is the meaning of the gesture. If they guess exactly (by heart) what they are 
miming their group must score 10 points; if they don´t the miming group scores 10 
points. (this step is mine) 

    3.- Divide the class into groups of three or four. Each group must  
select five of the gestures and build up a story based on them. They should 
rehearse their story until they have it right. 
  4.- Each group then mimes their story to the class as a whole. The 
class try to guesses what the story was about and list the five gestures the story 
as based on. 
 
   follow follow follow follow –––– up 1 up 1 up 1 up 1   Each group mimes their story again, but this time one child in the 
group narrates the story. 
 
   follow follow follow follow –––– up 2 up 2 up 2 up 2   Each group writes and illustrates their story, making a book of 
five pages plus one cover. 
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XESTOS QUE ENGADIRON OS ALUMNOS POR GRUPOSXESTOS QUE ENGADIRON OS ALUMNOS POR GRUPOSXESTOS QUE ENGADIRON OS ALUMNOS POR GRUPOSXESTOS QUE ENGADIRON OS ALUMNOS POR GRUPOS    
1º ESO1º ESO1º ESO1º ESO    
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2222º ESOº ESOº ESOº ESO    
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DIÁLOGOS RESULTANTESDIÁLOGOS RESULTANTESDIÁLOGOS RESULTANTESDIÁLOGOS RESULTANTES    
1111º ESOº ESOº ESOº ESO    
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2222º ESOº ESOº ESOº ESO    
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