Education system in Finland
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Secondary school takes three years, is non-selective and mandatory. Students there are 13-15
years old. Everyone in secondary school has almost the same subjects and a few optional
subjects. School days are longer. In secondary school you have a different teacher for every
subject and one teacher who is your class instructor. Basic education ends in secondary school
and after that you don’t have to study any more if you don’t want to, but it's not recommendable
because you are about 15-16 years old then and without good education you might not get a job
easily. So it's much more easy to go to upper secondary school or vocational school to study more
with a good GPA (grade point average) from secondary school.
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General upper secondary school

General upper secondary school takes 3-4 years. Students are 15-19 years old. Everyone has
same obligatory subjects but on top of that you can choose optional subjects how you want for
supporting your future studies.Like for example if you want to be a doctor you can choose more for
example biology and chemistry courses. You have to take at least 75 courses. After you have had
enough courses you can take the big final exams (matriculation examination) and get graduated
and student cap.

1 schoolyear = 6 periods
1 period= about 5 weeks and examweek
1 course = about 18 lessons (in one period, except PE, SC=0p0)

For example (1. year student)
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