
IMPROVING READING SKILLS
UNIT 2

	The legend of Robin Hood
A
Although well known as one of the legendary heroes of European folklore, Robin Hood is a difficult character to track down. It wasn’t until the 14th century that his name began to appear in poems and ballads, but by then the real Robin Hood, if there had been such a man, had turned into a myth. Historians have tried to discover who he really was and have found references to his name in various sources from as early as the 13th century, and yet there is no compelling proof that he ever existed. What is known, however, is that outlaws were living in the forests of central England at a time when Robin Hood’s name first appeared.
B
In the later stories and films we all know and love, Robin stole from the rich and gave to the needy, had strong friendships with characters called Little John, Much and Friar Tuck, and was really a man of noble birth who had fallen in love with the beautiful and equally noble Maid Marian. He was brave and humorous, dressed in green, and as handsome as any leading man Hollywood has produced.
C
This wasn’t so in early versions of his story. In these, characters like Tuck were absent, there was no love interest, and Robin was a poor man who had fallen foul of the law and was forced to live in the forest. There, in these early tales, he stole from the rich Sheriff of Nottingham, but – perhaps surprisingly – he never used to give any of his money to the poor. In fact, instead of the stories of romance and generosity that poets of later generations were to tell, the early chronicles presented Robin and his outlaws as courageous yet violent, and never afraid to murder people as well as rob them.


1
Scan the text and find …

1
the century when the first references to the name of Robin Hood were found. ______________
2
the name of three characters in the Robin Hood stories. ______________, ______________, ______________
3
the name of the woman Robin Hood falls in love with. ______________
4
the name of the character that was absent in the early Robin Hood stories. ______________

2
Are the statements true or false? Quote words from the text to support your answers.

1
The real Robin Hood probably lived during the 14th century.


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________
2
There is no known proof that there was ever an outlaw called Robin Hood.


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________
3
The story of Robin Hood has remained consistent over the centuries.


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________
4
In early versions of the Robin Hood story, he was quite mean.


__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________

3
Find words in the text that mean …

1
find. ______________
2
poor. ______________
3
aristocratic. ______________
4
popular old stories. ______________
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