3 ESO
READING 1 

Damon and Pythias

Many centuries ago, a Greek king called Dionysius ruled the Sicilian town of Syracuse. He was a cruel king and he did many terrible things.

According to legend, two young men, Damon and Pythias, lived in Syracuse at that time. They were best friends and they were inseparable. One day, Pythias annoyed Dionysius. The King sent him to prison. “He must die!” ordered Dionysius.

“Please let me go home to say goodbye to my family,” Pythias begged.

“Do you think I’m stupid?” asked Dionysius. “How can I be sure that you won’t run away?”

“I will go to prison instead of Pythias,” said Damon. “He is my friend. He won’t disappoint me. 
I know he’ll come back. If he doesn’t return, you can kill me.”

The King was speechless. He couldn’t understand it. How could Damon love Pythias so much? 
“If Pythias doesn’t come back, you will die!” he told Damon.

“I trust Pythias with my life,” said Damon. “That is the sign of a true friend.”

The King agreed to let Pythias visit his family and Damon went to prison. The days passed and Pythias did not return. On the day of the execution, everyone waited impatiently. “Where is your friend now?” laughed the King. “He has betrayed you! You should choose your friends more carefully!” 

However, Damon remained faithful to his friend. “He won’t abandon me,” he insisted. 

At that moment, Pythias appeared and he immediately apologised to his friend. “I’m sorry. A storm destroyed my ship and I couldn’t get here sooner. Damon, you have risked your life for me. Now you can go. I have to die, but you mustn’t be sad. You have shown me what true friendship is,” he said.

Pythias’ words touched the heart of the cruel king. “You don’t have to stay here any longer. You can both go free,” he said. “I have got so much power and wealth, but I will never have a friendship like yours.”
1.Read an ancient Greek legend . Does the ending surprise you? Why or Why not? Write your answer.
2. Answer the questions.

1. Why did Pythisas go to prison?
2. Why did Pythias want to go home?
3. How did Damon help Pythias?
4. Why did Pythias apologise to Damon?
3 Complete the sentences with information from the text

1. The King doesn’t want to let Pythias go because he is worried that he

2. Pythias came back late because
3. Dyonisius had a lot of money but he didn’t

4 Find words or phrases in the text to match the definitions below.

1. Extremely nasty , brutal

2. Always together

3. Escape

4. Indication

5. Instantly

5 Write a summary of the story . Use your own words.
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3 ESO – WRITING  EXERCISES
Task 1 .Write a summary of a film or a TV series.

Task 2 .Write a paragraph about your favourite restaurant .

DO THE EXERCISES IN A WORD DOCUMENT
