
ALUMNOS DE 2º BAC SUSPENSOS 
NOTA: esta tarefa deberá ser enviada en 
tempo e prazo á seguinte dirección de correo 
electrónico: 
duartelimita@gmail.com, antes das 12:00 
horas do día 30 de maio. 
 

 ZODIAC SIGNS  

 

NAME:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………….DATE:…….. 

If someone you know tells you they are no longer a Scorpio and they are an Ophiuchus now, they 
are probably not the only one. 86% of us may not be the star sign we thought. Everything you 
thought you knew about astrology just  changed after NASA revealed that there are actually 
thirteen zodiac signs. After doing some calculations and taking  into account that the earth’s axis no 
longer points in the same direction, NASA concluded that the horoscope signs as  we know them 
have completely different date ranges now. So where did we go wrong?  
Some 3,000 years ago, the Babylonians thought that the changing positions of constellations 
throughout the year  could be linked to certain behaviours or events on Earth. And so they invented 
the zodiac: the circle of twelve  constellations based on the apparent path that the Sun takes across 
an imagined celestial sphere over the course of  the year. In fact, the thirteenth sign is not a new 
discovery. Even according to the Babylonians’ own ancient stories,  there were thirteen 
constellations. It's just that the Babylonians drew up a plan for the signs of the zodiac to correspond  
with their calendar, which was based on the phases of the Moon and thus only contained twelve 
months. So they left  out poor Ophiuchus, which takes its name from a Greek term meaning 
‘serpent-bearer’ (this sign is commonly  represented as a man grasping a snake).  
Presumably, each person has a different relationship with their sign and horoscope, but as NASA 
has shown, the  Babylonians cheated a bit. Astrology isn't real and can be challenged by its science 
counterpart, astronomy. 

1. Write a summary of the text in English, including the most important points using your own 
words (approximately 50 words; according to the 1 point).  

2. Mark the following sentences true/false (T/F) text. Then write the part (and ONLY that part) of 
the text which justifies your answer (1 point; 0,25 each). 

A)  The discovery of Ophiuchus has changed the zodiac signs of many people.  

B) The earth’s axis has never changed its position.  

C) The thirteenth constellation was discovered by NASA. 

D) Astrology and astronomy are sciences that make the same predictions. 

3. Find words or phrases in the text that correspond in meaning to the words and definitions 
given here (1 point; 0,25 each). 
A) Old: 
B) Supposedly: 
C) To hold firmly in your hands: 



D)  The process of finding out something for the first time: 
 

4. Pronunciation (1 point; 0,25 each) 
A) What is different in the pronunciation of the following underlined vowels in “sign” 

and “certain”. 
B) Which vowel symbol corresponds to /ʌ/ and /ɒ/ in “was” and “us”? 
C) Write two words with the sound /h/ as in “house”. 
D) Write two words with the sound /tʒ/ as in “church”. 

 
5. Rewrite the following sentences without changing the original meaning. Use the word 

in brackets and /or the expression given, making the necessary changes. (1.5 points; 
0.5 each).points  

A)  “Do you want to come to the cinema with me?’ he asked me.” 
 
He………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

B) “They offered me a good deal.”  
I…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 
C)  All beliefs are equally valid. Everybody should respect them. (As) 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 

6. Write approximately  120 words on the following topic: 

Do you think you are a lucky person? Why? 

 
 

 

 


