
“Selectividad” 
English Test Taking Strategies and Tips 

Question 1. Write a summary. 

• Read the text carefully 
• Choose the main ideas 
• Write them in your own words. 
• Join those ideas by means of approppriate connectors. 

You can begin like this:  The text is about, tells us about, deals with… . Don’t give examples or 
opinions. Don’t write full sentences from the text. Think of other ways of expressing the same ideas 
instead: use synonyms, change from active to passive … 
 
 Question 2. Find synonyms in the text.  
 

Here you are asked to find a synonym or a phrase that has a similar meaning to the word given. 
 
Pay attention to what part of speech it is: Noun / Adjective  / Verb (Attention to Tense= The one you 
need will be in the same tense ), Connector, etc. 
 
You should be able to guess the meaning of the word from the context but if you can’t, remember the 
words are in order,here your intuition may help you find the right word 
 
 
Question 3.  Rephrasing or Sentence Transformation 

Now you have to complete the second sentence of each pair given WITHOUT changing its meaning. DO 
NOT ADD information or unnecessary words. 

Very often it’ll be : Reported Speech / Passive / Conditionals / Relatives / Connectors / Verb Tense 
Change (eg. Simple Past with ago VS Present Perfect + For or Since)  / Verb + Preposition  /  Modals- 
Modal Perfects or even some of these combined. 
 

Here you have a chart with examples of the most usual grammatical structures:  

Proposed Structure Rephrasing 
Active 
They brought a beautiful present for Jim.  
  
Active 
The doctor is testing my eyes next Friday.  
  
Direct Speech: 
"I made this cake" said Tom to his friend.  
  
Joining sentences... 
Beth was very happy. She had passed all her 
exams.   
  
Joining sentences... 
To me, this scenery is desolate. Yet, to them it is 
rich. 
 

Passive 
Jim... was brought a beautiful present. 
 
Passive with  "have/get" causative: 
I... am having my eyes tested next Friday. 
 
Reported Speech: 
Tom... told his friend that he had made that cake.  
 
With a relative pronoun: 
Beth..., who had passed all her exams, was very 
happy. 
    
   ...with a linker: 
Although... to me, this scenery is desolate, to them it 
is rich. 
    



Joining sentences... 
He didn't bring his ID card. He couldn't enter. 
 
If + negative 
If he doesn't phone, he won't come with us. 
 
Use of Modals 
It is possible to control a fear of flying. 
 
Suggestions 
"Why don't you call me tomorrow?", he said. 
 
Gerund or infinitive?  
Jim doesn't smoke anymore. 
 
very + adjective (+ noun) 
He was very angry. He shouted at me. 
 
too + adjective 
The ticket was too expensive for him to pay. 
 
simple past (con "ago") 
I got an e-mail from him two months ago.  
 
Wishes/ Regrets 
I regret I wasn't there when she arrived. 
 
comparative / superlative 
She was very fast. No one won her. 
 
Nobody hired him because he was too old. 
 
Some/ Any/No  and compounds 
We haven't seen anybody around here.  
 
have never + past participle 
He had never been in India before. 
 
Although / Even though / However 
Although he tried hard, he finally had to give up. 
 
 
Habits in the past 
At that time I usually slept three hours a night. 
 
Habits in the present 
They usually take the bus to go to work. 
 
would prefer 
I would prefer her to come alone. 
 
Advice 
It's advisable that you reserve in advance. 
 

...with conditional structures 
If... he had brought his ID card, he could have 
entered. 
   Unless 
Unless... he comes, he won't come with us. 
    
Modals 
You... can control a fear of flying. 
    
Suggestions 
He... suggested (that) I call/should call him the 
following day. 
   Gerund or  infinitive 
Jim... stopped / gave up smoking. 
 
   so / such 
He... was so angry that he shouted at me. 
 
  not + adjective + enough 
The ticket... wasn't cheap enough for him to pay. 
 
 present perfect (continuous) (with "since" or "for") 
He... hasn't sent me an e-mail for two months. 
    
I wish /If only 
I wish... / If only... I had been there when she arrived. 
    
comparative / superlative 
She... was the fastest. No one won her. 
 
If... he had been younger, he would have been hired. 
 
  Some/ Any/No  and compounds 
We... have seen nobody / no one around here. 
 
  It's the first time + have + past participle 
It's... the first time he has been in India. 
 
   Despite / In spite of 
Despite... trying hard, he finally had to give up. 
Despite the fact that he tried hard, he finally had to 
give up. 
   used to / would 
At that time... I used to / would sleep three hours a 
night. 
   be used to 
They... are used to taking the bus to go to work. 
    
would rather 
I... would rather she came alone. 
 
   should / had better 
You... should / had better reserve in advance. 

 

 

 

 



Question 4.  Comprehension questions. 

Read the questions carefully and find the answers in the text, but DO NOT copy the answer as it is in the 
text. Use full answers (subject+ verb, which has to be in the same tense as in the question) . 

• If you are asked your opinion, eg.  What do you think/ What’s your opinion...? 

Use:  I think/ In my opinion/ Personally / As far as I’m concerned/ It seems to me... 

• If you have to explain something... 

use:  According to the text/writer; the author/writer says/ claims/ states...; in the author’s opinion...; as 
the writer says/states... 

• Watch carefully if they are  WH-questions or Yes-No questions. Don’t just answer “yes” or “no”. 
Give more information. 

Question 5.  Writing 

A good composition has three elements : an introduction ( the topic sentence that contains the main 
idea of  the paragraph or that introduces your point) , a body ( supporting sentences that develop the 
main idea) and a conclusion  (a concluding sentence that repeats and summarizes the main idea) 

You may be asked to write one of the following  essays: 

• A narrative 

Whether it is real or imaginary you should mainly use past tenses.  Direct and indirect speech are also 
recommended here. (Useful expressions, book. Page 101) 

• An Opinion essay:  

“What is your opinion about...?”, “ What do you think of…?” “Discuss...” 
 

Show your ideas at the beginning and then develop them. (Useful  expressions,  book. Page 102, 107) 

• A “for” and “Against” essay: 

“Do you agree or disagree with…?” , “Do you fully or partially agree with...?” “Why / 
Why not?” 

You can be either in favour or against but make up your mind before beginning to write. Introduce the 
topic, present both sides of it ( advantages and disadvantages, for example) and then give your own 
opinion. 
(Useful expressions, book. Page 103) 
 

• A description of a person, place or animal: 
 
 “Write a description of…” 
 
Include specific details and appropriate vocabulary, here the use of adjectives (superlatives, 
comparatives) , adverbs and relatives is highly recommended. 
  (Useful expressions, book. Page 104) 
 

• A formal/ informal letter. 

“Write a letter to ..., explaining why ...” 
 

Remember formal letters should follow specific rules.    (Useful expressions, book. Page 105) 



CONNECTORS or LINKERS 
 
 

 

 

 


