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Reforming the Catholic Reforming the Catholic 
ChurchChurch

 Counter-ReformationCounter-Reformation
– The Catholic Church’s series of reforms in The Catholic Church’s series of reforms in 

response to the spread of Protestantism in response to the spread of Protestantism in 
the mid-1500’s to the early 1600’s.the mid-1500’s to the early 1600’s.





SSociety of Jesus or Jesuits ociety of Jesus or Jesuits 
(missionaries) (missionaries) 

IInquisition (Church court to nquisition (Church court to 
punish Protestant heretics)punish Protestant heretics)

NNo more indulgences o more indulgences 

SStop the spread of top the spread of 
ProtestantismProtestantism





Religious OrdersReligious Orders

 JesuitsJesuits
– ““Society of Jesus” Society of Jesus” 

 Renewed church’s emphasis of spirituality and Renewed church’s emphasis of spirituality and 
service.service.

– Founded by Ignatius of LoyolaFounded by Ignatius of Loyola
 Basque Nobleman and former soldierBasque Nobleman and former soldier
 Created new Catholic schools throughout worldCreated new Catholic schools throughout world
 Helped further spread of ProtestantismHelped further spread of Protestantism

 Concentrated on education as a means of Concentrated on education as a means of 
combating the Protestant Reformation.combating the Protestant Reformation.



The Inquisitions The Inquisitions 

 The Spanish Inquisition (1478)The Spanish Inquisition (1478)
– Tried to convert Jews, Muslims, and Tried to convert Jews, Muslims, and 

ProtestantsProtestants
– Index of Forbidden BooksIndex of Forbidden Books

 The Roman Inquisition (1542) tried The Roman Inquisition (1542) tried 
people for:people for:
– Being ProtestantBeing Protestant
– Witchcraft Witchcraft 
– Breaking Church LawBreaking Church Law



Expulsion of Jews and MuslimsExpulsion of Jews and Muslims

 Spain gives these groups of people three Spain gives these groups of people three 
options.options.
– (1) CONVERT to Christianity(1) CONVERT to Christianity
– (2) GET OUT of Spain(2) GET OUT of Spain
– (3) DIE(3) DIE

 Jews segregated to ghettoJews segregated to ghetto
– Ghettos- were walled sections of the city and Ghettos- were walled sections of the city and 

their gates closed at a certain time each their gates closed at a certain time each 
evening.evening.



Changes in ReligionChanges in Religion

 Jesuits bring many back to the Catholic Jesuits bring many back to the Catholic 
Church, and renew the doctrines of the Church, and renew the doctrines of the 
Catholic Church.Catholic Church.

 New denominations form because New denominations form because 
reformers interpret the Bible differently!reformers interpret the Bible differently!



Witchcraft Witchcraft 

 Hysteria of Witchcraft swept through Hysteria of Witchcraft swept through 
Europe during 1580 to 1660.  Europe during 1580 to 1660.  

 Witches would:Witches would:
– Kill ChildrenKill Children
– Kill LivestockKill Livestock
– Work with the Devil.Work with the Devil.



Political EffectsPolitical Effects

 A rising sense of national identity with A rising sense of national identity with 
a decline in the power of the Catholic a decline in the power of the Catholic 
ChurchChurch

 States and businesses want church to States and businesses want church to 
become less involved with political become less involved with political 
affairs.affairs.

 Political power was now separate from Political power was now separate from 
the church!the church!
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