
ADJECTIVES  DEFINITIONS

 Absent-minded - /ˌæbsəntˈmaɪndɪd/   Often forgetting things. 

Aggressive - /əˈgresɪv/  Behaving in an angry and violent way towards another person. 

Agile - /ˈædʒaɪl/  Able to move your whole body easily and quickly. 

Amazing - /əˈmeɪzɪŋ/  Very surprising. 

Ambitious - /æmˈbɪʃəs/  Wanting to be successful or powerful. 

Amusing -   /əˈmjuːzɪŋ/   Making you laugh or smile. 

Annoying - /əˈnɔɪɪŋ/  Making you feel slightly angry. 

Apathetic - /ˌæpəˈθetɪk/  Not interested in anything. 

Arrogant - /ˈærəgənt/  Believing that you are better or more important than other people. 

Asleep - /əˈsliːp/  To be sleeping. 

Attentive - /əˈtentɪv/  Listening or watching carefully and showing that you are interested. 

Attractive - /əˈtræktɪv/   Beautiful or pleasant to look at. 

Awake – /əˈweɪk/  To not be sleeping.  

Awesome - /ˈɔːsəm/  Very great, large, or special and making you feel respect and sometimes fear. 

Bad -/bæd/  Not pleasant. 

Beautiful – /ˈbjuːtɪfəl/   Very attractive. 

Big - /bɪg/   Large in size or amount. 

Big-headed - /ˌbɪgˈhed.ɪd/  Thinking that you are more important or more clever than you really are. 

Bitchy – /ˈbɪtʃi/  If someone is bitchy, they are unkind about other people. 

Bitter - /ˈbɪtər/ Angry and upset because of something bad which has happened that you cannot forget.

Blind - /blaɪnd/  Not able to see. 

Blonde - /blɒnd/   Blonde hair is pale yellow. 

Bored - /bɔːd/   Feeling tired and unhappy because something is not interesting or because you have nothing to do.

Bossy - /ˈbɒsi/  Always telling other people what to do. 

Brave - /breɪv/  Showing no fear of dangerous or difficult situations. 

Bright - /braɪt/   Full of light or shining strongly. 

Calm - /kɑːm/   Relaxed and not worried, frightened, or excited. 

Carefree - /ˈkeəfriː/  Without any worries or problems. 

Careful - /ˈkeəfəl/  Giving a lot of attention to what you are doing. 

Careless - /ˈkeələs/  Not giving enough attention to what you are doing. 

Cautious - /ˈkɔːʃəs/   Taking care to avoid risks or danger. 

Charming - /ˈtʃɑːmɪŋ/  Pleasant or attractive. 

Chatty - /ˈtʃæti/  Someone who is chatty enjoys talking a lot in a friendly way. 

Cheap - /tʃiːp/   Not expensive, or costing less than usual.

Cheerful - /ˈtʃɪəfəl/   Happy.

Clean - /kliːn/  Not dirty.

Clever - /ˈklevər/  Able to learn and understand things quickly and easily.



Closed – /kləʊzd/  Not open.

Cloudy - /ˈklaʊdi/   When it is cloudy, there are clouds in the sky. 

Cocky - /ˈkɒki/  Confident in an annoying way. 

Cold – /kəʊld/  Having a low temperature or showing no emotion.

Comfortable - /ˈkʌmftəbl/  Comfortable furniture, clothes, rooms, etc make you feel relaxed and do not cause any pain.

Cowardly - /ˈkaʊədli/   Behaving in a way that shows you are not brave. 

Crazy - /ˈkreɪzi/  To become very excited about something.

Cruel - /ˈkruːəl/  Extremely unkind, or causing people or animals to suffer. 

Curious – /ˈkjʊəriəs/  Wanting to know or learn about something. 

Cute – /kjuːt/ Attractive. 

Dark - /dɑːk/  With no light or not much light. 

Dead - /ded/  Not now alive. 

Dear - /dɪər/  A dear person is someone who you know and like very much.

Depressed - /dɪˈprest/  Very unhappy, often for a long time. 

Depressing - /dɪˈpresɪŋ/  Making you feel unhappy and without any hope for the future.

Different - /ˈdɪfərənt/  Not the same as someone or something else. 

Difficult - /ˈdɪfɪkəlt/  Not easy and needing skill or effort to do or understand.

Dirty - /ˈdɜːti/  Not clean. 

Disappointed - /ˌdɪsəˈpɔɪntɪd/  Unhappy because someone or something was not as good as you hoped. 

Disgusting - /dɪsˈgʌstɪŋ/  Extremely unpleasant. 

Dry - /draɪ/  Something that is dry does not have water or liquid in it or on its surface. 

Dull – /dʌl/  Not interesting. 

Easy - /ˈiːzi/  Not difficult. 

Educated - /ˈedʒʊkeɪtɪd/  Someone who is educated has learned a lot at school or university and has a good level of 

knowledge. 

Embarrassed - /ɪmˈbær.əst/  Feeling ashamed or shy. 

Empty - /ˈempti/  If something is empty, it does not contain any things or people. 

Exhausted - /ɪgˈzɔːstɪd/  Very tired. 

Expensive - /ɪkˈspensɪv/ Costing a lot of money. 

Fair - /feər/   Treating everyone in the same way, so that no one has an advantage. 

Faithful - /ˈfeɪθfəl/ Always loyal. 

False - /fɔːls/  Not true or correct.

Fast - /fɑːst/   Moving, happening, or doing something quickly. 

Fat - /fæt/   Someone who is fat weighs too much. 

Frightened - /ˈfraɪtənd/   Afraid or nervous. 

Full - /fʊl/   Containing a lot of things or people or a lot of something.

Funny - /ˈfʌni/   Making you smile or laugh. 

Generous -  /ˈdʒenərəs/  Giving other people a lot of money, presents, or time in a kind way. 

Glad - /glæd/    Happy about something. 



Good – /gʊd/   Enjoyable, pleasant, or interesting. 

Gorgeous – /ˈgɔːdʒəs/  Very beautiful or pleasant.  

Gossipy – /ˈgɒs.ɪ.pi/  Conversation about other people's private lives which might be unkind, disapproving or not true.

Gross  - /grəʊs/   Very unpleasant. 

Handsome - /ˈhændsəm/  A handsome man is attractive. 

Happy - /ˈhæpi/ Pleased and in a good mood, especially because something good has happened.

Hard – /hɑːd/ Difficult to do or understand. 

Hard-working - /ˌhɑːdˈwɜːkɪŋ/ Doing a job seriously and with a lot of effort.

Healthy - /ˈhelθi/  Physically strong and well.

Heavy - /ˈhevi/ Heavy objects weigh a lot. 

High – / haɪ/  Having a large distance from the bottom to the top. 

Hot - /hɒt/  Having a high temperature. 

Impatient - /ɪmˈpeɪʃənt/  Wanting something to happen as soon as possible.

Jealous – /ˈdʒeləs/  Unhappy and angry because you want something that someone else has.

Kind - /kaɪnd/ Kind people do things to help others and show that they care about them.

Lazy – /ˈleɪzi/ Someone who is lazy does not like working or using any effort. 

Light - /laɪt/ Not heavy. Light colours are pale. 

Little - /ˈlɪtl/ Small in size or amount. 

Long - /lɒŋ/  Having a large distance from one end to the other. 

Loose – /luːs/  Large and not fitting tightly.

Lovely - /ˈlʌvli/ Pleasant or enjoyable. Very attractive. 

Low - /ləʊ/  Near the ground, not high.

Mean - /miːn/ A mean person does not like spending money, especially on other people.

Narrow -/ˈnærəʊ/ Narrow things measure a small distance from one side to the other. 

Nasty – /ˈnɑːsti/  Very bad.

Naughty - /ˈnɔːti/  If a child is naughty, they behave badly. 

Neat - /niːt/  Tidy and clean. 

Nervous - /ˈnɜːvəs/  Worried and anxious. 

New - /njuː/  Different from before.

Nice – /naɪs/  Pleasant, kind and friendly.

Noisy - /ˈnɔɪzi/ Noisy people or things make a lot of noise.

Nosy - /ˈnəʊzi/  Always trying to find out private things about other people.

Old - /əʊld/  Having lived or existed for a long time. 

Open - /ˈəʊpən/  Not closed. 

Patient - /ˈpeɪʃənt/  Having patience. 

Pleasant - /ˈplezənt/ A pleasant person has a friendly character. 

Polite - /pəˈlaɪt/  Behaving in a way that is not rude. 

Poor - /pɔːr/  Having very little money.

Pretty – /ˈprɪti/ If a woman or girl is pretty, she is attractive.

Proud - /praʊd/   Feeling very pleased about something you have done. 



Quick – /kwɪk/  Doing something fast or taking only a short time. 

Quiet – /kwaɪət/  Making little or no noise. 

Rich - /rɪtʃ/  Having much more money than most people. 

Right - /raɪt/  Correct or true.

Rude – /ruːd/  Behaving in a way which is not polite and upsets other people.

Sad - /sæd/  Unhappy or making you feel unhappy. 

Selfish - /ˈselfɪʃ/ Caring only about yourself and not other people. 

Sensible - /ˈsensɪbl/ Showing good judgment. 

Sensitive - /ˈsensɪtɪv/  Able to understand what people are feeling. 

Shameless - /ˈʃeɪmləs/  Without feeling embarrassed or guilty although you should. 

Sharp - /ʃɑːp/  Having a very thin or pointed edge that can cut things.

Short – /ʃɔːt/ A short person is not as tall as most people. 

Shy - /ʃaɪ/ Not confident, especially about meeting or talking to new people. 

Small - /smɔːl/  Little in size or amount. 

Smooth – /smuːð/  Having a regular surface that has no holes or lumps in it.

Soft - /sɒft/ Not hard, and easy to press.

Strict – /strɪkt/ A strict person makes sure that children or people working for them behave well and does not allow them to break any 

rules. 

Successful - /səkˈsesfəl/ Achieving what you want to achieve. 

Sympathetic - /ˌsɪmpəˈθetɪk/ Showing that you understand and care about someone's problems. 

Talkative – /ˈtɔːkətɪv/ A talkative person talks a lot. 

Tall - /tɔːl/ Having a greater than average height. 

Thin - /θɪn/  Having a small distance between two opposite sides. 

Tight – /taɪt/  Firm and difficult to move. 

Ugly - /ˈʌgli/ Not attractive.

Unfair - /ʌnˈfeər/ Not treating people in an equal way. 

Unfriendly - /ʌnˈfrendli/ Not friendly. 

Unhealthy - /ʌnˈhelθi/  Not strong, and likely to become ill. 

Unkind – /ʌnˈkaɪnd/  Slightly cruel. 

Useful - /ˈjuːsfəl/  Helping you to do or achieve something. 

Useless - /ˈjuːsləs/ If something is useless, it does not work well or it has no effect. 

Vain - /veɪn/ Too interested in your own appearance and thinking you are very attractive. 

Wet - /wet/ Covered in water or another liquid. 

Wide - /waɪd/ Measuring a long distance or longer than usual from one side to the other. 

Wise - /waɪz/ A wise person is able to use their knowledge and experience to make good decisions and give good advice. 

Wonderful - /ˈwʌndəfəl/ Very good.

Wrong - /rɒŋ/ Not correct. 

Young - /jʌŋ/ Having lived or existed for only a short time and not old.


