
Pronunciation Bank 14  
 
Word stress and syllables: compound nouns and adjectives 
 
In English, if a word has got two or more syllables, one of the syllables sounds louder, longer 
and clearer than the others. It is called the stressed syllable. 
 
For example, the words kitchen, messy and hoover have two syllables, but only the first one is 
stressed. 
 

1 e 52 Listen to the words and write the number of syllables. Then listen again and repeat. 

 
1 clock 

2 expensive 

3 attic 

4 clean 

5 chimney 

6 bungalow 

 
2 e 53 Listen and match each group of words 1−4 to the stress patterns a−d. Then listen again 

and repeat. (= stressed syllable) 
 

1 computer recycling important       a  

2 modern rubbish cottage               b   

3 detached machine shampoo        c    

4 balcony caravan decorate            d    

 
3 e 54 Underline the stressed syllable in words 1−6.Then listen and check. 

 
1 cellar 
2 confident 
3 hotel 
4 imagine 
5 address 
6 popular 
 
When two words are used together to form a compound noun or adjective, their stress pattern 
often changes. In the compound, usually only one of the words is stressed. 

 
4 e 55 Listen and underline the stressed words.Which word is usually stressed in compound 

adjectives: the first or the second? Which two compound adjectives are different? 
 
1 full-time 
2 energy-efficient 
3 labour-saving 
4 modern-day 
5 old-fashioned 
6 open-plan 
7 three-bedroomed 
8 two-storey 

 
5 e 56 Complete the pairs of compound nouns with the words below. Then listen and check 



your answers. Which word is usually stressed in compound nouns: the first or the second? 
Which four compound nouns are different? 
 
chair door house machine pan room 
 
1 arm 

wheel chair 
2 bed 
dining 
3 frying 
sauce 
4 back 
front 
5 detached 
terraced 
6 fax 
washing 

 
6 e 57 Listen and answer the questions using the compound nouns in exercise 5. 

What do you make soup in? 
In a saucepan. 


