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Unit 2 Vocabulary practice 

Celebrations and festivals

1 Complete the sentences about the different festivals 
with the correct seasons and months of the year.

(3–7/11/13)	The	Hindu	festival	Diwali	is	celebrated	in	
autumn	from	3	to	7	November.

1	 (4–6/9/13)	Rosh	Hashanah	is	a	Jewish	festival	that’s	
celebrated	in	 	from	 
4–6	 	.

2	 (8/8/13)	Eid	al-Fitr	is	a	Muslim	festival	that’s	 
celebrated	in	  on  
8 	.

3	 (29/3–1/4/13)	Easter	is	a	Christian	festival	that’s	
celebrated	in	 	and	begins	on	 
29 	.

4	 (25/12/13)	Christmas	is	a	Christian	festival	that’s	 
celebrated	in	  on  
25 	.

2 Complete the sentences with the correct bold words.

I	can’t	decide	who	to	invite	to	my	birthday	party.	 
(carnival / ceremony / party)

1	 In	the	UK,	it’s	a	 	to	eat	turkey	on	
Christmas	Day.	(celebration / tradition / wedding)

2	 The	guests	at	the	  were waiting 
impatiently	for	the	bride	to	arrive.	 
(parade / party / wedding)

3	 During	the	 	,	the	groom	put	a	ring	on	
the	bride’s	finger.	 
(carnival / celebration / ceremony)

4 The 	will	go	around	the	streets	this	
evening.	(parade / party / tradition)

5	 I	love	going	to	the	Notting	Hill	  to 
see	the	costumes	and	dance	to	the	music.	 
(carnival / tradition / wedding)

Language

3 Choose the correct alternatives.

I	don’t	translate /  understand		this	exercise.

1	 How	do	you	say / speak agradable	in	English?

2	 Sorry,	can / do	you	say	that	again?

3	 How	do	you	spell / write	that,	please?

4	 Could	you	remember / repeat	that,	please?

5	 How	do	you	spell / translate en absoluto into 
English?

6	 Before	my	English	exam,	I	had	to	memorize / 
remember	a	lot	of	new	words.

7	 If	you	don’t	understand	something,	you	can	always	 
ask / tell	me	for	help.

4 Look at the British English words and complete their 
American English equivalents.

biscuit	–	cookie

1	 chemist’s	–	d	

2	 crisps	–	p	  c 

3	 cinema	–	m	  t 

4	 handbag	–	p	

5	 chips	–	f	

6	 mobile	phone	–	c	  phone

7	 trousers	–	p	

8	 sweets	–	c	

Compound nouns

5 Match 1–5 with A–F to make compound nouns.

history A trophy

1	 washing	 B	 club

2	 sports	 C	 holidays

3	 youth	 D	 machine

4	 summer	 E	 homework

5	 bus	 F	 pass

6 Complete the sentences with the compound nouns 
from exercise 5.

I’m	not	allowed	to	go	out	until	I’ve	finished	my	history 
homework.

1 That    is for a 
tennis	competition	I	won	last	year.

2	 Please	could	you	put	your	dirty	clothes	in	the	
  	?

3 Since the   

closed,	there	hasn’t	been	anything	for	young	people	to	
do	round	here.

4	 If	you	haven’t	got	your	   

	,	you’ll	need	to	buy	a	ticket	to	travel.

5	 We’re	going	to	France	in	the	  

	.
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Unit 2 Vocabulary practice 

Celebrations and festivals

1 Complete the adjectives relating to celebrations and 
festivals.

international involving	different	countries

1	 m	  relating to a society that 
contains	different	groups	of	people

2 r  relating to the belief in the 
existence	of	a	god	or	gods

3 t 	 something	that	hasn’t	changed	
for	a	long	time

4 s 	 unrelated	to	any	belief	in	the	
existence	of	a	god	or	gods

5 l 	 within	a	particular	area

2 Complete the text with the correct form of the phrasal 
verbs in the list.

come together dress up hand out join in  
pack out set off

Autumn	in	the	UK	can	be	an	exciting	time,	with	
celebrations	such	as	Halloween	and	Bonfire	Night.	On	
Halloween,	children	dress up	in	different	costumes	and	
knock	on	people’s	doors,	hoping	that	the	people	inside	will	 
(1)	 	sweets.	On	Bonfire	Night,	
people	(2)	 	by	gathering	round	
large	fires	and	(3)	 	fireworks.	
This	might	take	place	in	someone’s	garden,	or	people	
might	(4)	 	a	large	field,	park	or	
sports	ground	to	see	a	firework	display.	It’s	a	great	way	of	
forgetting	about	winter	and	(5)	  
the	celebrations.

Language

3 Complete the dialogue with the words in the list.

common language dominant language  
local dialect local language non-native speakers
strange accent

Marco	 	It’s	great	to	practise	speaking	Spanish,	isn’t	it?

Ella	 	Yes,	we	all	understand	Spanish	here,	so	it’s	our	
common language.

Marco	 	I’d	expected	to	speak	English	most	of	the	time	
–	it’s	usually	the	(1)	  
wherever	you	go.	It’s	a	shame	because,	when	I	 
go	abroad,	I	like	to	make	an	effort	to	speak	the	 
(2)	 	if	I	can.

Ella	 	Some	people	don’t	understand	me	when	I	speak	 
Spanish.	They	say	that	I’ve	got	a	 
(3)	 	.

Marco	 	I	find	it	quite	hard	to	understand	the	 
(4)	 	because	local	
people	use	different	words	and	talk	quickly.	At	
least	we	(5)	  speak 
Spanish	more	slowly,	even	if	we	make	mistakes!

4 Correct the underlined mistakes in the sentences.

Some	people	say	that	speaking	a	particular	language	is	part	
of	your	culture	identity.	 cultural identity

1	 Spanish	was	the	first	language	that	I	spoke	–	therefore,	
it’s	my	mother	language.	

2	 In	the	UK,	English	sounds	different	around	the	
country	because	there	are	a	lot	of	local	languages.	

3 The literature	works	of	Shakespeare	introduced	
many	new	words	to	the	English	language.	

4 Until I learn the write	system	of	Greek,	I	won’t	be	able	
to	read	it.	

5 A native learner	has	learnt	the	language	from	earliest	
childhood.	

Compound nouns

5 Complete the sentences with compound nouns formed 
with the words in A and the words in B.

A  advertising charity family love party  
snack tooth wheel

B  bar brush campaigns chair concert  
decorations letter tradition

I	forgot	to	pack	my	toothbrush	when	we	went	on	holiday.

1	 We	go	to	my	grandmother’s	house	every	Christmas.	 
It’s	a	   	.

2	 Have	you	bought	the	balloons	and	other	
  	yet?

3 I often go to a    
when	I’m	in	town	because	I	get	very	hungry.

4 In its   	,	the	
company	never	uses	fashion	models	who	look	too	thin.

5	 Several	people	complained	that	there	was	no	
   access to the 

building.

6	 Lydia	wrote	Paul	a	   
	,	but	she	felt	too	shy	to	give	it	to	

him.

7 The   	succeeded	
in	raising	over	£1,000	for	disadvantaged	children.
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Unit 2 Vocabulary practice 

Celebrations and festivals

1 Complete the sentences with the correct adjectives and 
phrasal verbs.

It’s	traditional	at	Christmas	to	hand out	presents.

1	 During	the	Queen’s	Diamond	Jubilee	in	2012,	
	communities	
 to celebrate at street 

parties.

2	 We’re	going	to	have	a	party	after	our	wedding,	and	we	
hope	you’ll	  the celebrations!

3 Bonfire Night is a / an  
festival	in	which	people	remember	a	historical	
event.	On	this	night,	people	light	fires	and	

	fireworks.

4 Diwali is a  festival  
celebrated	by	Hindus	all	over	the	world.	People	

	lights	around	the	house.

5	 In	carnivals,	people	  in 
amazing	costumes	and	  the 
streets.

Language

2 Write a language word for each definition.

It’s	spoken	from	early	childhood.	 mother tongue

1	 It’s	used	to	communicate	in	business	and	social	
situations	all	over	the	world.	

2	 It’s	a	way	of	speaking	a	language	that’s	unique	to	a	
particular	area.	

3	 It’s	a	way	of	writing	a	language.	

4	 It’s	the	prose	and	poetry	of	an	author.	

5	 It’s	a	way	of	pronouncing	words	which	some	people	
aren’t	used	to.	

6	 It	defines	you	as	coming	from	a	particular	region	or	
community.	

Compound nouns

3 Complete the questions for the answers. Use the 
correct compound nouns.

Which is your favourite pop group?
At	the	moment	it’s	the	Jonas	Brothers.

1	 I’m	hungry.	Shall	we	 	?

	 Yes,	let’s	go.	There’s	one	at	the	end	of	this	street.

2	 Why	don’t	 	?

	 I	don’t	like	it	because	it	uses	really	skinny	girls	to	model	
the	company’s	clothes.

3	 Why	are	you	phoning	 	?

	 I	want	to	put	an	advert	in	it	about	the	concert.

4	 Have	you	ever	 	?

	 Yes.	I	wrote	one	to	my	girlfriend	and	she	said	it	was	
very	romantic.

5	 What’s	 	?

	 My	favourite	is	when	my	family	meet	on	Christmas	Eve	
and	eat	dinner	together.

Vocabulary extra

4 Correct the mistakes in the sentences.

My	grandfather	often	confuses	me	for	my	brother.	 with

1	 I	apologize	if	I’ve	given	you	the	wrong	impress.	

2	 Don’t	let	George	make	the	cake	–	he’ll	only	mess	it	out.	

3	 I	think	I	may	have	said	the	wrong	bit.	

4	 It	doesn’t	matter	if	you	had	the	answer	wrong.	

5 Complete the dialogue with the words in the list.

confused mess mistake misunderstood  
said wrong

Harry	 	I’m	trying	to	make	a	cake	for	my	mum’s	birthday,	
but	I	think	I’ve	got	something	wrong	because	the	
mixture	is	too	thick.

Luke	 	Why	don’t	you	read	the	recipe	again,	then	you’ll	
know	if	you’ve	made	a	(1)	 	.

Harry	 	Good	idea.	Oh,	no.	I	realize	now	that	I	 
(2)	 	the	instructions.

Luke	 What	have	you	done?

Harry	 	I	(3)	 	the	butter	with	the	eggs.	
Why	do	I	always	(4)	  everything 
up?!

Luke	 	Well,	I’m	sure	the	dog	will	eat	it.

Harry	 Oh,	thanks	a	lot!

Luke	 	Have	I	(5)	 	the	wrong	thing?

6 Complete the second sentence so that it has the 
same meaning as the first sentence. Use the correct 
collocations.

I’m	sorry,	I	thought	you	were	your	sister.

I’m	sorry,	I confused you with your sister.

1	 	Becca	has	ruined	the	plans	for	the	Christmas	party.

 Becca 	.

2	 Mercedes	changes	each	word	of	Spanish	into	English.

	 Mercedes	 	.

3	 You’ve	made	Louise	think	you’re	different	from	how	you	
really	are.

	 You’ve	 	.

4	 I	must	have	offended	Georgia.

	 I	must	 	.
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