
Unit 3 Vocabulary . Listening tapescript 

SB page 29    1•19 

1 In August 2011, riots broke out across England and shocked the nation. Many shops 

were burgled, and buildings and vehicles were set on fire. Over 3,000 crimes were 

committed in London alone in only five days. Today, we ask our panel, what should 

happen to the rioters? Is prison the most suitable punishment? 

2 Well, there’s no question. Theft, vandalism and violence are wicked crimes. In my 

opinion, all the rioters should spend time in prison. We need to send a clear message 

that crime never pays. 

3 With respect, I disagree. Some crimes were very minor, or very silly. People who had 

never broken the law before got carried away. We shouldn’t treat them like ‘typical’ 

criminals. For example, a nineteen-year-old girl stole some trainers in a moment of 

madness. She wasn’t thinking. Both trainers were for left feet! She put them down, and 

left. But witnesses saw her. She went to court and the judge gave her a ten-month 

prison sentence. Crazy! She shouldn’t have been punished so severely 

.1 What would you suggest? 

3 Well, we need to treat people fairly, and be reasonable. Instead of going to prison, 

minor offenders could pay a small fine or, better still, do community service – perhaps 

by clearing up damaged neighbourhoods. That would help them to understand that the 

victims of the crimes are ordinary people. 

2 Not enough! 

4 No, too much! 

1 What do you mean? 

4 I mean, the girl who stole the shoes shouldn’t be punished at all! She didn’t even take 

the shoes home! A criminal record could damage the girl’s whole life 

.2 But.. 

.4 One moment. I think we also need to look at the bigger picture here. We need to 

think about why the riots happened, too. To me, it seems obvious that the riots were a 

protest. Poverty and unemployment are rising in the UK, and young people are facing 

tough times. Politicians and bankers have committed much worse crimes – and they’re 

getting away with their offences. The police should arrest them! 

1 We’re going to have to stop here. Do join us after the break for more discussion. 

 


