
 
Silent letters 
 
A silent letter is a letter that appears in a word but is not pronounced. Silent letters can be 
vowels or consonants,for example in friend /frend/, the letter i is silent and in island /ˈaɪlənd/, 
the letter s is silent. Some words contain more than one silent letter, for example in knowledge 
/ˈnɒlɪʤ/, the letters k, w and e are silent. 

 
1 e 94 Listen and write the words. Compare the spelling to the pronunciation and cross out the 

silent letters. Then listen again and repeat. 
 

1 /ˈɑːnsə/ answer 

2 /ˈɒnɪst/ 

3 /ˈkʌbəd/ 

4 /draʊt/ 

5 /ˈdɪfrənt/ 

6 /ˈnaɪf/ 

7 /jʌŋ/ 

8 /ˈsɪzəz/ 

9 /ˈhansəm/ 

10 /nʌm/ 

11 /ˈɔːtəm/ 

12 /kɑːm/ 

 
2 e 95 Cross out the silent letters in words 1−12. Then listen and check. 

 
1 advertisement 

2 business 

3 campaign 

4 comfortable 

5 design 

6 endorsement 

7 government 

8 overwhelming 

9 sample 

10 stealth 

11 target 

12 whopping 

 
 
 
In English, the final e of a word is usually silent. It is only pronounced in words borrowed from 

foreign languages,for example café /ˈkafeɪ/. However, the silent final e sometimes influences 



the pronunciation of the vowel that occurs before it. When a word ends in vowel +consonant + 
e, the vowel is often pronounced in the same way as we say the corresponding letter. Compare 
the vowel sounds in these pairs of words 
 

rat /rat/ − rate /reɪt/ 

sit /sɪt/ − site /saɪt/ 

not /nɒt/ − note /nəʊt/ 

hug /hʌɡ/ − huge /hjuːdʒ/ 

met /met/ − mete (out) /mi:t/ 

 
3 Choose the correct pronunciation of the vowel that occurs before the silent final e in these 

words. 
 

1 advice /ɪ/ /aɪ/ 

2 compete /e/ /i:/ 

3 image /ɪ/ /eɪ/ 

4 persuade /ə/ /eɪ/ 

5 massive /ɪ/ /aɪ/ 

6 perfume /ʌ/ /u:/ 

7 promote /ɒ/ /əʊ/ 

8 promise /ɪ/ /aɪ/ 

9 purchase /ə/ /eɪ/ 

10 recognize /ɪ/ /aɪ/ 

11 headache /a/ /eɪ/ 

12 worldwide /ɪ/ /aɪ/ 

 
4 e 96 Listen and check your answers to exercise 3.Then listen and repeat the words. 


