
REPORTED SPEECH. (Basic practice) 

A. Rewrite the following sentences: 

1. “ I am having a party next week.” 

 He said ( that)…..he was having a party the following week 

2. “ Someone is following me now.” 

She said someone was following her. 

3. “ They are going to meet Susy at four tomorrow.” 

She told us that they were going to meet Susy at four the next day. 

4. “ I will have to write to your parents this week.” 

The teacher told me that she /he would have to write to my parents that week 

5. “ I don’t understand what the teacher is explaining-.” 

He said that he didn’t understand what the teacher was explaining. 

6. “ I know we don’t have enough money today.” 

She said she knew they/we didn’t have enough money that day.  

7. “ I have known my  English friend for some time.” 

Thomas told me that he had known his …………… 

8. “ I have been learning German this year.” 

She said she had been learning German that  year. 

9. “ They had gone to France last year.” 

I said they had gone to France the year before. 

10. “ The farmer doesn’t know why the weather is going to change.” 

They explained that the farmer didn’t know why the weather was going to change 

11. “ The government is sending specialized fire fighters to our area today.” 

They assured that the government was ending…….to their area that day. 

 

B. Rewrite the following questions: 

1. “ Where do you want to go today?” 

He asked me_where I wanted to go that day________________________ 

2. “ What did you do last weekend?” 

The teacher asked me_what I had done the weekend before______________ 

3. “ How long have you been working in your present job?” 



The director asked Peter__how long he had been working in his …. 

4. “ Why did you apply for this job?” 

The director asked Jane why she had applied for that job 

5. Can you meet me tomorrow at the station?” 

She wanted to know _if I / she / he,, could meet her at the station the next day. 

6. Have you got your driving license here ?” 

The policeman asked me if I had my driving license there 

7. “ Where are your parents from?” 

They wondered _where my parents were from__ 

8. “ Why were you so late yesterday?” 

The teacher wanted to know  why I had been so late the day before. 

9. “ Can you also speak a little German?” 

The tourist asked the guide  if she could also speak a …… 

10. “ Are you going to leave this flat next week?” 

I asked them_if they were going to leave that flat the following week 

 

C. Rewrite the following commands: 

1. “ Sit down and be quiet.” 

The teacher told the students _to sit down and be quiet__________ 

2. “ Give me some more money, please.” (Bob/ his parents) 

 Bob asked his parents to give him some money 

3. “ Don’t play with my toys or I’ll tell mum.” 



Michael ___told____ his little brother _not to play with his toys or he would tell mum. 

4. “ Don’t forget to say your prayers.” 

Their brother ____told them not to say their prayers. 

5. “ Look at me and listen carefully to my words.” 

The Captain ordered his soldiers __to look at him and listen carefully to his words 

6. “ Don’t move and keep smiling ,please.” 

The photographer ___told_________ everybody __not ot move and to keep smiling__ 

7. “ I forgot my pen, please lend me yours.” 

Peter told Jane _to lend him her pen because he had forgotten his. 

Peter told ane that he had forgotten his pen and asked her to lend him hers. 

8. “ Don’t move or we’ll arrest you.” 

The police  _____told________them not to move or they would arrest them. 

9. “ Give me another sandwich, please.” 

She _____asked________ her husband ___to give her .... 

10. “ Just call me if there is anything you need.” 

The nurse ____told _ the patient to call her /him if there was anything she needed,_____ 

 

 

 

D. Report the following sentences. Pay attention to the verb tenses and other changes. 

1.  “I work in this factory, but I have never met this new boss.” 

The man said _that he worked at that factory but he had never met that …… 

2. “I think he will visit us next week.” 

The man said__he thought he would visit them the following week______________ 



3.  “Did they work long hours in these conditions?” 

They asked if they had workesd    ……… those conditiolns 

4. “Get ready to work and don’t be lazy!” 

The boss____told______ him _to get ready…… and not to be …….. 

5.  “Yesterday, I didn’t do my homework.” 

Paul told Susan _that he hadn’t done his homework the day before______________ 

6. “I will buy a new car next year”. 

Mary said _that he would buy… the following year. 

7. “Have you read this book?” 

Peter asked Jenny if she had read that book____________ 

8. “Don’t buy tickets for us, because we’re not going to the cinema this evening.” 

They __told_______ Frank  not to buy tickets for them because they weren’t going to the 

cinema that evening. 

9. “How many records have you bought today?” 

He asked her  how many records she had bought that day____ 

10. “How many cakes did Susan eat yesterday?” 

He asked me __how many cakes Susan had eaten the day before 

11. “ I will be working on a movie next year.” 

The actress said that she would be working on a movie the following year. 

12. “ I worked at a restaurant and at a store selling shoes some years ago.” 

She said she had worked ………………………………….. some years before 

13. “ Clean the bird cage today, Sally.” 

Mrs. Jones ___told_______Sally to clean the bird’s cage that day, 

14. “ Children should eat vegetables at meals.” 

The doctor said children should eat _____________________ 

15. “ Why don’t you phone the editor now?” 

She recommended me ___________________________________________ 



16. “ A woman and two children refused to enter the Immigrants’ Centre yesterday.” 

The journalist told _us that a woman and two children had refused….the day before. 

17. “ Please don’t tell anyone what happened.” 

Ann asked me not to tell anyone what had happened 

18. “ Are you going to let me alone?” 

She asked him angrily _if she was going to let her___________________ 

19. “ You have made very good progress this semester.” 

The teacher __told_______ us__we had made….that semester. 

20. “ I was going to the cinema when I saw the thief last night.” 

She said  _________________________________________________ 

21. “ Do you smoke more than 20 cigarettes a day?” 

The doctor wanted to know  _if I smoked ____________ 

22. “ I might have to go away this week.” 

She told me___that she might have to go ________________________ 

23. “ I have taken my exams this week and tomorrow I am going to Madrid.” 

She told me she had taken her exams that week and that she was going to  Madrid the next 

day 

24. “ Put on your jacket. It’s very cold.” 

My mother ______told me to put on my jacket because it was very cold_____ 

25. “ Carol wasn’t invited to our party.” 

They said Carol hadn’t been invited to their party._ 

 

 

 

 

D. Change from Indirect into Direct Speech: 

 



1. Peter said he had enjoyed himself very much. 

 

2. She said that she was almost sure. 

 

3. He asked me how long it would take me to go home. 

 

4. She asked me if I had listened to the 9 o'clock news 

 

5. He asked me if I was going to stay in. 

 

6. She asked him if he would go home by bus. 

 

7. My friend asked me where I had bought my car from. 

 

8. Helen told Peter to be careful. 

 

9. He told the children to stop that noise. 

 

10. She told him not to wait for her outside the cinema. 

 


