
● Relative pronouns
● Defining and non-defining relative clauses
● Formal and Informal structures

RELATIVE CLAUSES



Relative clauses

- they begin with the relative pronouns:
● WHO → people
● WHICH → things
● THAT (WHO/WHICH) → people and things
● WHEN → time
● WHERE → places
● WHOSE → instead of his/her/their
● WHOM → people (as the object of a clause)



1. Defining relative clauses

●  Defining relative clauses tell us some 
essential information about the things or the 
people they refer to:

  The picture that hangs next to the window is 
the one I like best.



1. Defining relative clauses:

●   may have who, which or that as the subject or 
object of the relative clause:

- The picture which/that hangs next to the window...

- … the woman who/that he married...



1. Defining relative clauses:

●   very often omit the relative pronoun when it is the object of 
the realtive clause:

- The house which/that we're looking at now is from the 19th 
century → The house we're looking at now is from the 19th 
century.

● if the relative pronoun is the subject, it cannot be omitted:

- The man who visited us yesterday is an actor.

● are never separated from the rest of the sentence by commas

● are used in writing and speaking.



2. Non-defining relative clauses

●   Non-defining relative clauses tell us some 
extra information about the things or people 
they refer to:

  My house, which is quite comfortable, 
needs redecorating.



2. Non-defining relative clauses:
●   may have who or which (but never that) as the subject or 

object of the relative clause:

- The building, which is very old, costs a lot of money to 
repair (not that is very old).

- The castle's owner, who we´ve just seen, enjoys meeting 
visitors (not that we've just seen).

● must be separated from the rest of the sentence by commas.

● they never omit the ralative pronoun.

● are more common in writing than in speaking.



Relative clauses

●   We always omit the object pronoun (her, him, it, 
etc.) when we make a relative clause:

- We know little about the woman that he married 
(not the woman taht he married her).

- The next painting shows Jonh's wife Margaret, who 
he married in 1879 (not who he married her in 
1879)



3. Formal and Informal Structures

This is the hotel in which we stayed. (Formal)

This is the hotel (which) we stayed in. (Informal)

● The relative pronoun whom replaces who:

She is an excellent employee, on whom we can depend.
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