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READING COMPREHENSION: COVID-19 (Coronavirus)

In recent weeks, the coronavirus has spread to many parts of the globe,
leaving people unsure and afraid of what might happen next. What exactly is the
coronavirus and how will it affect you?

COVID-19 Facts

COVID-19 is a newly discovered coronavirus. Other coronaviruses, such as SARS
and MERS, have been around for a while. If you look at a coronavirus under a
microscope, you'll see an organism that looks a little like a crown with pointy spikes
tipped with blobs (corona means “crown”).

e Most people who get COVID-19 will have symptoms similar to a cold or flu. These

might include fever, body aches, a cough, or a harder time breathing. Some people
don’t show any symptoms at all. Children, in particular, do not get very sick. Hospitals
offer now tests to tell if you have coronavirus. If you do have it, you'll need to stay at
home for two or three weeks, even if you're feeling okay. This quarantine helps
prevent the iliness from spreading to other people.

e Some people, especially older people and those with serious medical conditions,
can become really sick, which is why it's important to stay home if you get
coronavirus.

e We know that COVID-19 spreads more quickly in large groups. Because of this,
schools close and conferences, meetings, and events are cancelled. Your parents
might work from home for a few weeks.

e Handwashing (and avoiding large groups or people who are sick) is one of the best
ways to stay healthy. Wash your hands for 30 seconds with soap and warm water
before you eat, after you have been outside or at school, and after you use the
bathroom or wipe your nose.

e Cough and sneeze into a tissue or the bend in your elbow. Throw the tissue in the
trash and wash your hands. Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. Use a hand
sanitizer when you don’t have soap and water.

e You might be hearing information about COVID-19 at school. Chances are,
not everything you hear is accurate. Talk with your parents about what you
hear. Make sure you are getting accurate information from a credible source like the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) or the World Health Organization (WHO).


https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=foto+coronavirus&id=AB60C3382A82C667BBCFA82BCE4CF3006E992213&FORM=IQFRBA

Vocabulary to STUDY:

1. Coronavirus: a type of virus that infects both humans and animals and can pass
from animal to human.

2. Quarantine: to stay at home in isolation in response to a disease .

Quarantines are not a new thing. Communities have used this method for
hundreds of years to control disease. If you are quarantined, you and your family will
need to help each other and show patience. You might have moments when you feel
scared, bored, or angry.

Your parents might still need to work and you might do schoolwork virtually.
You might spend more time playing board games, reading, talking, or doing crafts
with your family.

If your family is sick, you might find quiet things to do. Humans need
emotional connection so it's important to keep talking with friends and family, even if
it's digitally or via the phone.

Question: What can | do if | feel scared?

Answer: First, remember that it's normal and okay to feel scared. The coronavirus
is new and we are still figuring out how to respond to it. Understand that
parents, teachers, and other caring adults are there to keep you safe. Government
and medical officials are working hard to find solutions, such as a vaccine.

e What are the symptoms of the coronavirus?

e What should you do to prevent it?

e Why are we quarantined?

e What are you doing at home in this quarantine?




